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Introduction 
 
 
 
This small book is the result of a long spiritual journey into Christian 
fundamentalism and then out of it to a new appreciation for the Bible.  It 
is written specifically for Christian fundamentalists who are sufficiently 
open-minded to honestly confront their sacred scriptures.  
 
Although written in question form, it is not intended as a test of Biblical 
knowledge.  Indeed, the scriptures are extensively quoted (from The 
Authorized Version) and collated to assist the reader.  What it may test is 
the reader’s fundamental understanding of the scriptures and, perhaps, 
intellectual integrity.  Those who are afraid of the truth, or of the freedom 
that it affords (John 8:32); those who prefer the comfort and security of 
their chosen system or paradigm; and those who prefer to let others do 
their thinking for them, should not read this book.   
 
Believers who thoughtfully ponder the questions and quotations herein, 
comparing scripture with scripture, will very likely acquire a new 
understanding of the Bible, of God and of Jesus of Nazareth.  The object 
of their faith will not be an infallible scripture, text or letter that kills 
(countless bodies, minds and spirits throughout history), but a living and 
liberating Spirit of truth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Back in the dark ages, no one questioned the word of such authorities as 
Aristotle, even as to how many teeth a horse had.  When someone 
eventually bothered to actually look inside a horse’s mouth and count the 
teeth, they found the great Aristotle was wrong!  It was not so long ago 
that Copernicus and Galileo were damned for daring to question the 
prevailing world-view.  Only when people were freed to ask questions 
and to seek answers to those questions, did knowledge progress.  Today, 
in my field of medicine, it is no longer good enough to rely on 
authoritative medical texts.  Rather, we must depend on evidence-based 
research to validate our understanding and management of disease.  
 
It is not the author’s intention to answer the questions raised herein, but to 
let the Bible speak for itself and allow the reader to discover the answers 
for themselves. Some source material is included in the appendix for 
those who would like to pursue the subjects further. The author does not 
pretend to have all the answers, and would be pleased to hear from those 
who do.  All that is requested is a modicum of intellectual honesty. 
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God 
 
Examine the Biblical passages (from The Authorised Version) below, comparing and contrasting them, and reflect on the following questions: 
 

ONE TRUE GOD - MANY NAMES 
Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God [‘Elohim] created the heaven and the earth. 
Genesis 1:31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, [it was] very good. 
Genesis 2:4 . . . the LORD [YHWH] God [Elohim] made the earth and the heavens, 
Genesis 3:8 And they heard the voice of the LORD [YHWH] God [‘Elohim] walking . . .  
Genesis 8:21 And the LORD [YHWH] smelled a sweet savour;  
Genesis 17:1-18 . . . the LORD [YHWH] appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I [am] the   
  Almighty God [‘El Shaddai]; walk before me, and be thou perfect . . .   
              And Abram fell on his face: and God [‘Elohim] talked with him . . .  

And Abraham said unto [the true] God [ha-‘Elohim] . . .  
John 5:20 The Son of God is come . . . his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God 
Jeremiah 10:10 But the LORD [is] the true God . . . an everlasting king:  
Isaiah 46:9 I [am] God, and [there is] none else; [I am] God, and [there is] none like me  
Isaiah 45:22-23 I [am] God,  and [there is] none else. I have sworn by myself . . . 

That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear. 
Romans 14;10-11 . . . we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.   

For . . . every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue confess. 
Philippians 2:11 And [that] every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord 
Genesis 1:26 And God [‘Elohim] said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: 
Matthew 28:19 . . . in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  
Job 38:7 When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 
Genesis 6:2-7 The sons of God saw the daughters of men that they [were] fair . . .  
      When the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare [children] . . .  
      the same [became] mighty men. And GOD saw  that the wickedness of man was great,    
     And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him  . . .  
Malachi 3:6  I [am] the LORD, I change not;  
Isaiah 46:10-11 Declaring the end from the beginning,  . . . saying, My counsel shall  
      stand, and I will do all my pleasure: I have purposed [it], I will also do it. 

    GOD’S DWELLING PLACE, STATUS & CHARACTER 
2 Samuel 7:5-13 Whereas I have not dwelt in [any] house . . . but have walked in a tent and  

in a tabernacle..  . He [Solomon] shall build an house for my name 
Psalm 76:1-2 In Judah [is] God known: and his dwelling place in Zion. 
John 4:21-24  . . . ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the  
    Father. God [is] a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship in spirit and in truth. 
Psalm 139:7-10 Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy  
    presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou [art] there: if I make my bed in hell, behold,  

    thou [art there]. [If] I . . . dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there . . . 
2 Chronicles 6:30 Then hear thou from heaven thy dwelling place, and forgive. 
Matthew 6:9 Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
Psalm 18:11 He made darkness his secret place; his pavilion round about him [were]  

dark waters [and] thick clouds of the skies. 
1 Timothy 6:15-16 King of kings, and Lord of lords . . . dwelling in the light 
1 Corinthians 3:16 . .. ye are the temple of God, and the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 
1 John 1:18 No man hath seen God at any time 
1 Kings 22:19 I saw the LORD sitting on his throne,  
Daniel 7:9 I beheld . . . the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment [was] white as snow,  
    and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne [was like] the fiery flame 
Isaiah 6:1 I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled  
    the temple. 
Zechariah 9:9. . . thy King cometh unto thee: he [is] . . . lowly, and riding upon an ass,  
Mark 10:45 For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister . . .  
John 10:30 I and [my] Father are one. 
Nahum 1:2 God [is] jealous, and the LORD revengeth . . . and [is] furious; the LORD will  
    take vengeance on his adversaries, and he reserveth [wrath] for his enemies. 
Matthew 5:44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good  
to them that hate you . . .That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for 
he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on  
the unjust. . . .  Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 
1 Chronicles 16:34 . . . the LORD; for [he is] good; for his mercy [endureth] for ever. 
Deuteronomy 7:2 And when the LORD thy God shall deliver them before thee . . .  
         smite them,  utterly destroy them . . . make no covenant with them, nor shew mercy  
Isaiah 63:3 I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury, 
Isaiah 42:3 A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: 
Luke 9:54-55 . . .his disciples . . . said, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come  
         down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did? But he turned, and rebuked  
          them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. 
Ezekiel 9:4-6 the LORD said unto him, go . . . slay utterly old [and] young, both maids,  
         and little children, and women:  
Revelation 14:9-11 If any man worship the beast . . . he shall be tormented with  
          fire and brimstone . . .  for ever and ever: 
Jeremiah 17:4  for ye have kindled a fire in mine anger, [which] shall burn for ever. 
Psalm 30:5  For his anger [endureth but] a moment;  



Titus 3:4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 
 
Questions 
 
When was the beginning of time?   
Was there anything or any time before God? 
What / who / where is God? 
Is God separate from creation or inseparable from creation? 
Does God in-dwell any of creation? 
Is God subject to the laws of nature or is God above all law? 
How does the Biblical view of God differ from that of the ancient myths? *   
Why is God called ‘Elohim in Genesis 1, YHWH in Genesis 4, both names 
linked together in chapters 2 and 3, and later intermingled and combined?   
How do you pronounce WHYH?  Why is it unpronounceable? 
Which sect makes much of the pronunciation ‘Jehovah’, always translating 
it as such in their ‘New World Translation’ of the bible?  
What is the significance of ‘Elohim being pleural (Genesis 1:26)?   
Did the early biblical writers struggle with polytheism versus monotheism?   
Is God a spirit, a person, or several persons? 
Can one God be more than one person?  
Is the concept of ‘trinity’ compatible with monotheism? 
Who is ‘the true God’, the Father or Son?  Can both be the one true God? 
Who is the real Lord, the Father or the Son?   Can you serve two Lords? 
Who were the sons of God who married the daughter of men? 
Is God ever surprised, sad or sorry? 
Or does God always know the future and be prepared for it?   
Can man thwart God’s plans and purposes?  
Does God ever repent or have a change of mind?   
Would a sacrifice or sweet odor influence God to do so?   
Is God the cause of natural disasters, such as floods and earthquakes?   

                                                             
* Appendix A 

Are they ‘acts of God’? 
Are they God’s punishment for man’s sin (see Luke 13:4, John 9:2-3)?   
What does the creation of man in ‘our image’ say about the nature of God?  
Is God, for example, curious and creative?   
Does God have a sense of humour? 
How does God communicate and interact with man? 
Does God in fact walk, talk, hear, see and smell?  If so, how and where?  
Does God possess a body?  
Does God have hair, and a beard?  What colour is God? 
Does God wear clothes, or a garment, with a large train?   
Does God have a gender?   
Why is ‘He’ always referred to in the masculine?  
Where did we get the image of God as a fatherly figure sitting on a throne? 
Does God dwell in heaven or on earth, on a throne, in a temple or in the 
heart, in a certain place or everywhere? 
If God is everywhere, is there any ‘holy place’? # 
Where is heaven?  Is there anywhere God isn’t?  Is God in hell? 
Does God dwell in light or in darkness? 
Is God high and mighty [like earthly kings] or lowly [like a servant]? 
Is Jesus ‘one’ with the Father in this respect? 
Or did Jesus just pretend to be a servant while on earth? 
If they are indeed ‘one’, why is their attitude to enemies so different? 
Is God compassionate, forgiving of enemies, or furious and vengeful? 
Does God ever condone or, worse still, command genocide?  
What would we label someone who tortured people (or animals) endlessly? 
Is God a loving God or a celestial sadist? 
What does it mean to be perfect even as God is perfect? 
Is Jesus God? Is Jesus Jewish? Is God Jewish? 
What is God really like? 
How can we know God? 

                                                             
# Exodus 3:5, 15:13, 26:3-4 



Creation 
    Genesis 1         Genesis 2 
Genesis 1:2-5 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness [was] upon the face  
of the deep . . . And God [‘Elohim] said, Let there be light: and there was light . . . and God  
divided the light from the darkness . . . And God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. 

 

Genesis 1:7-8 And God made the firmament, and . . . called the firmament Heaven.  
                      And the evening and the morning were the second day. 

Genesis 2:4 These [are] the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were 
created, in the day that the LORD [YHWH] God made the earth and the heavens, 

Genesis 1:9-13 And God said, Let the . . . dry [land] appear: and God called the dry [land]  
Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God said, Let the earth 
bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, [and] the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind . . .  
                      And the evening and the morning were the third day. 

Genesis 2:5-6 And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the 
field before it grew: for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and [there 
was] not a man to till the ground.  But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the 
whole face of the ground. 

Genesis 1:14-19 And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the 
lesser light to rule the night: [he made] the stars also.  . .  
                      And the evening and the morning were the fourth day. 

 

 
Genesis 1:20-23 And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature 
that hath life, and fowl [that] may fly above the earth in the open firmament of Heaven . . . 
                      And the evening and the morning were the fifth day. 

Genesis 2:7 And the LORD God formed man [of] the dust of the ground, and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. 

Genesis 1:24-31 And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his 
kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.  . .  . And 
. . . God created man in his [own] image,  . . . male and female created he them.  . . .  
                      And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 

Genesis 2:8-15 And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put 
the man whom he had formed.  . . . And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow 
every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food. . . . And the LORD God took the 
man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. 

Genesis 2:1-2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 
                       And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made;  
                       And he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. 

Genesis 2:18-20 And the LORD God said, [It is] not good that the man should be alone; I 
will make him an help meet for him. And out of the ground the LORD God formed every 
beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought [them] unto Adam to see what he 
would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that [was] the name 
thereof.. . . but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him. 

 Genesis 2:21-22 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, . . . and he  
took one of his ribs, and . . . made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Questions 
 
How many creation stories are there in the book of Genesis?  
Who were the authors?   
Which calls God YHWH?   
And which calls God Elohim, and never YHWH? 
Which uses  ‘Let us . . . and it was so’? 
Which paints God as transcendent (aloof)? 
And which pictures God as immanent (personal)?  
Which has God merely speaking things into existence? 
And which has God actively involved in creating man and matter? 
Which divides creation into seven days?   
Which alone describes the Garden of Eden?   
Which says woman was made from Adam’s rib? 
Which creation sequence is correct? 
  

GENESIS 1       OR GENESIS 2    
[1] plants,    [1] heavens (sun & moon) 

 [2] sun & moon,   [2] man 
[3] fish & fowl,   [3] plants 
[4] animals, man & woman [4] animals & fowl 

       [5] woman 
 
Why are these two accounts so different? 
Could Genesis 1 be chronological, and Genesis 2 from man’s perspective?  
Could Adam have possibly named ‘every living creature’ (every mammal, 
reptile, fish, bird, arthropod and insect; more of them extinct than alive 
today) on the same day that he and Eve were created?   
Was Adam created with a fully formed language? #  If so, which one? 
Who was first informed by God about the seven day creation, and when? 
Was it this, or the lunar cycle, that was the basis of our seven-day week? 

                                                             
# Appendix B 

How could there be day and night for three days before the sun existed?  
And how did the earth orbit the sun before the sun even existed?   
Was it suddenly catapulted into orbit at more than 110,000km per hour? 
And when did the solar system begin revolving around the center of our 
galaxy at over 70,000km per hour? 
What impact would that have had upon the earth? 
Considering that the light we now see from some distant galaxies has 
taken billions of years to reach earth, how old must they be? 
If the earth was made before them, how old must the earth be? 
Can this be explained by a reduction in the speed of light? # 

Over the eons, since the beginning of time, has the Almighty restricted his 
creativity to six puny revolutions of this tiny planet? 
Why are these stories in the Bible? 
Do the authors use these stories to set their theological stage? 
How does Genesis 1 set the stage for sabatarianism? 
Why are eight creation events packed into six days? 
Could this have been a later imposition on an earlier account, and who 
might have been responsible for this? 
What might have been his occupation?  
When and why did the Sabbath become important to the Jews? 
Does the author of Genesis 2 have a different perspective?    
How does this author set the stage for a covenant between God and man? 
Why does this author say that no plant of the field could grow before man 
was created to till the ground? 
What does this say about the likely occupation of the author? 
How do these creation stories compare with the ancient creation myths? * 
What can we learn from them? 

                                                             
* Appendix A 



Earth, Heaven & Hell 
 
Genesis 1:7 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which [were] under 
the firmament from the waters which [were] above the firmament: and it was so. 
Genesis 7:11 . . . were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows 
of heaven were opened. 
Genesis 8:2 The fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped,  

and the rain from heaven was restrained; 
Isaiah 24:18 . . . for the windows from on high are open,  
Deuteronomy 28:23 And thy heaven that [is] over thy head shall be brass,  
Job 37:18 Hast thou with him spread out the sky, strong as a molten looking glass? 
Ezekiel 1:26 And above the firmament . . . [was] the likeness of a throne  
Isaiah 40:22 [It is] he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth . . . that stretcheth out the  

heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in: 
 
Psalm 136:6 To him that stretched out the earth above the waters: 
1 Samuel 2:8 . . . the pillars of the earth . . . he hath set the world upon them. 
Psalm 104:5. . . laid the foundations of the earth, it should not be removed for ever. 
1 Chronicles 16:30 . . . the world also shall be stable, that it be not moved. 
Isaiah 24:18 . . . and the foundations of the earth do shake. 
Job 28:24 For he looketh to the ends of the earth, [and] seeth under the whole heaven; 
Daniel 4:11 The tree grew, and was strong, and the height thereof reached unto heaven,   

and the sight thereof to the end of all the earth: 
Matthew 4:8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and  

sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 
Revelation 1:7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him,  
Jeremiah 51:16 . . . he causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth . . .  

and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures [storehouses]. 
Psalm 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, [so] far hath he removed our [sins] 
Isaiah 11:12 And he shall . . . gather together the dispersed of Judah from the  

four corners of the earth. 
Revelation 7:1 I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth  
 
Psalm 19:4-6 In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, Which [is] as a bridegroom 
coming out of his chamber, [and] rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. His going forth 
[is] from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: 
Joshua 10:13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had 
avenged themselves upon their enemies . . So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, 
and hasted not to go down about a whole day. 

Daniel 8:10 . . . and it cast down [some] of the host and of the stars to the ground, and 
stamped upon them. 
Matthew 2:9 . . . and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it 
came and stood over where the young child was. 
Matthew 24:29 . . . the stars shall fall from heaven,  
Revelation 6:13-16 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth . . . and the heaven 
departed as a scroll when it is rolled together. . .  and every free man, hid themselves . . . 
And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us . . . 
 
Job 11:8 . . . as high as heaven; . . . deeper than hell;  
Isaiah 14:13-15 I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God 
. . . I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 
Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. 
Amos 9:2 Though they dig into hell, thence shall mine hand take them; though they 
climb up to heaven, thence will I bring them down: 
Luke 16:22-24 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels 
into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; And in hell he lift up his 
eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he 
cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the 
tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 
Matthew 25:41 Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels: 
 
1 Enoch (written around 100BC, referred to in Jude 1:14 and quoted in 2 Peter 2:4)  
33:1-2 I saw the ultimate ends of the earth whereon the heaven rests. And the gates of 
heaven were open, and I saw how the stars of heaven come out . . . 34:1-2 I went in the 
direction of the north, to the extreme ends of the earth, and there at the extreme end of the 
whole world I saw a great and glorious seat. There [also] I saw three open gates of 
heaven: when it blows cold, hail, frost, snow, dew, and rain, through each one of the 
[gates] the winds proceed . . .  41:5  I saw the storerooms of the sun and the moon, from 
what place they go out and to which place they return . . . they keep faith one with 
another: in accordance with an oath they set and they rise. . . 72:5 The sun sets in the sky 
[in the west] and returns by the northeast in order to go to the east: it is guided so that it 
shall reach the eastern gate and shine in the face of the sky. 75:8 This place is the 
[ultimate] end of heaven and earth: it is the prison house for the stars and the powers of 
heaven.  
(In 21:10, he describes a fearful and fiery prison house where fallen angels were detained 
forever.) 



 
Questions 
 
How did the biblical writers derive their world-view? # 
Did they have any concept of the enormity of the world, let alone of the 
universe? * 
How did they think everyone on earth could see the top of a tall tree, or 
someone coming in the clouds; or that someone on a tall mountain could 
see the entire earth with all its kingdoms?  
What shape did they think the earth was, round or flat? #   
How many corners did it have? 
Or was it circular, like a plate? 
What did they think comprised the blue sky? #  
Why did they liken it to a vault or dome that was stretched or beaten out? 
On what did it rest?  
What did they think happened to make it rain, to allow the waters above 
to fall to the earth?  And what made it stop raining? 
What were the fountains of the great deep that broke up to flood the 
earth? 
Did they imagine the land to be somehow supported above the ocean? 
On what did they imagine the earth to be supported? 
Could it move through space, or only shake on its pillars? 
How big, in their minds, were the heavenly bodies, that they could fall to 
earth and merely hide us or be stamped upon? 
How simplistic was their concept of the movement of the heavenly 
bodies? # 
How and where did they enter and exit the dome of heaven? 
What would have to happen to make the sun and moon ‘stand still’?   
What impact would that have on:  (a) earth’s inhabitants?   

(b) our planetary system? 
Can you conceptualise an image of the ancient world-view? 1 
For how long did this world-view persist? # 
                                                             
# Appendix A 
* Appendix B 

Why were the opinions of Copernicus and Galileo opposed?** 
Is the Bible a reliable text on science and astronomy? 
Why do members of “Creation Science” and the “Flat Earth Society” 
believe that it is? * 
How should we, in our age of enlightenment, interpret these passages? 
What and where is heaven and hell?   
On around world, where is up and what is down?  
Does the Old Testament view of hell differ from that of the New 
Testament?  
What / who is the origin of the New Testament perspective?  
Is the parable of the rich man and Lazarus an accurate portrayal of heaven 
and hell?   
Are they so close that speech can travel from one to the other? 
How do, or should, we read the bible in the light of our modern world-
view?

                                                                                                                                                      
 
** Appendix F 



Man  
 
Genesis 1:26-29  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth. So God created man in his [own] image, in the image of God created he him; male 
and female created he them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the 
earth.  
 
Isaiah 40:22 [It is] he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants 
thereof [are] as grasshoppers 
 
Psalm 8:4-8 What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou 
visitest him?  For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned 
him with glory and honour. Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy 
hands; thou hast put all [things] under his feet: All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of 
the field; The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, [and whatsoever] passeth through 
the paths of the seas. 
 

1 John 3:2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; 
 
Matthew 25:40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye have done [it] unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done 
[it] unto me. 
Matthew 19:14 But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto 
me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven. 
Matthew 12:49 And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold 
my mother and my brethren! 
 
Genesis 3:19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 
ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou [art], and unto dust shalt thou return. 
Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second 
death. 
John 10:28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall 
any [man] pluck them out of my hand. 
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God [is] eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 



 
Questions 
 
What is the place of man in creation?   
Is there anything above man, or the son of man, in position or power?   
Does this give man the right to plunder or pollute the environment? 
Where do we find the image of God? 
Can we know God outside of man? 
What kind of relationship did Jesus have with mankind? 
Was it vertical (hierarchical) or horizontal (equality)? 
What kind of relationship did he have with his heavenly Father? 
What does this imply about our relationship with God? 
How does man serve God? 
Is man innately mortal or immortal? 
How many times does man die? 
What is eternal life?  



The Fall 
Genesis 2:15-17 And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden 
to dress it and to keep it.  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every 
tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 
Genesis 2:25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. 
Genesis 3:1-24 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the 
LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not 
eat of every tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the 
fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which [is] in the midst of the 
garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the 
serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day 
ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good 
and evil. And when the woman saw that the tree [was] good for food, and that it [was] 
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make [one] wise, she took of the fruit 
thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. And the 
eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they [were] naked; and they sewed 
fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 
Genesis 3:8-19 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD 
God amongst the trees of the garden. And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said 
unto him, Where [art] thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I [was] naked; and I hid myself. And he said, Who told thee that thou 
[wast] naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest 
not eat? And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest [to be] with me, she gave me 
of the tree, and I did eat.  And the LORD God said unto the woman, What [is] this [that] 

thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.  And the 
LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou [art] cursed above 
all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt 
thou eat all the days of thy life: And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 
Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in 
sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire [shall be] to thy husband, and he 
shall rule over thee. And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice 
of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt 
not eat of it: cursed [is] the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat [of] it all the 
days of thy life; Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat 
the herb of the field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 
ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou [art], and unto dust shalt thou return. 
Genesis 3:20 And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all 
living. 
Genesis 3:21-24 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of 
skins, and clothed them. And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of 
us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree 
of life, and eat, and live for ever: Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the 
garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken.  So he drove out the man; 
and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which 
turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life. 
Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; 
and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 
 

 
 



 
Questions 
 
How literally should we take the story of man being expelled from paradise 
because his wife listened to a serpent and gave him forbidden fruit to eat?  
Do animals such as serpents speak, except in myths? 
Did the earliest myths, a millennium before Moses, contain symbols of 
goddesses, serpents and trees of immortal life? *  
How does this story of the fall compare with these ancient myths? * 
Would man have lived forever had he eaten of the tree of life? 
What happened to the ‘tree of (immortal) life’?   
Did it, could it, itself die?  
What are Cherubim? 
Do they have counterparts in ancient mythology? 
Was there any death before the fall?  If not, how was the ecology balanced?  
What kept the rabbits and insects from reaching plague proportions? 
Did everyone, including the dinosaurs, have to tiptoe carefully around lest a 
slug or insect was crushed underfoot? 
How did the carnivores (lions, dolphins, fish, birds, etc.) survive?  
Or did their distinctive anatomy, physiology, and predatory abilities (e.g. 
the spider’s web, the bat’s sonar) evolve after the fall?   
Was there a further special creation or evolution of thorns and thistles 
subsequent to the fall?   
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Which of the following are valid lessons to learn from this story of the fall?   
• Ignorance is better than knowledge, innocence than consciousness of 

good and evil, and indolence than hard work.   
• Women are inferior to men, and more gullible.   
• Wives are to be subject to (obey) their husbands.   
• Increased fertility and childbirth pains are the result of the fall. 
• To relieve this pain is contrary to God’s purposes.   
What does ‘the fall’ mean in the context of evolution?   
Could it mean the dawning of human consciousness?  Was this a ‘fall’?



The Patriarchs
Genesis 5:1-28 This [is] the book of the generations of Adam.  . . .  
And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat [a son] and called his n 
ame  
        Seth: . . . And Seth lived an hundred and five years, and begat  
        Enos:  . . . And Enos lived ninety years, and begat  
        Cainan: . . . And Cainan lived seventy years, and begat  
        Mahalaleel: . . .  And Mahalaleel lived sixty and five years, and begat  
        Jared: And Jared lived an hundred sixty and two years, and he begat  
        Enoch: And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat  
        Methuselah: And Methuselah lived an hundred eighty and seven years, and begat      
        Lamech: And Lamech lived an hundred eighty and two years, and begat . . .  
        Noah, 

Genesis 4:1        And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain,  Genesis 
4:17-18 And Cain knew his wife; and she conceived, and bare  
                                    Enoch: and  . . . unto Enoch was born  
                                    Irad: and Irad begat  
                                    Mehujael: and Mehujael begat  
                                    Methusael: and Methusael begat  
                                    Lamech. 

 
Jude 1:14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, 
Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints,  

Genesis 4:2-12 And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but 
Cain was a tiller of the ground. And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of 
the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings 
of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: 
But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his 
countenance fell. . . . And Cain . . . rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.  And the 
LORD said unto Cain . . . now [art] thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth 
to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand; When thou tillest the ground, it shall not 
henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth. 

 
Questions 
 
Why does the bible give so much prominence to 
genealogies? 
How accurate were they?   
Why are they so often duplicated?   
How do they compare? 
Was Enoch the third from Adam, or the seventh, 
as stated by Jude, quoting the book of Enoch? 
When was the book of Enoch written?  
Why is it not in the cannon of scripture?  
Could Enoch have possibly written it (or 
anything else for that matter)? 
When was the earliest book ever written? 

What does this say about Jude’s inspiration? 
What ancient myth had 10 long-living kings 
spanning the time from creation to a great flood? 
Is Lamech, the father of Noah, in the line of 
Cain or of Seth?   
Who was his paternal grandfather? 
How come the men from Adam to Noah were all 
aged 65 to 187 before fathering any sons? 
How reliable is James Ussher’s chronology for 
determining the age of the earth (at around 6,000 
years)? 
 
Why did God not accept Cain’s offering? 
Did God require animal sacrifice? 

Did God prefer dead animals to fruit? 
Or did God prefer shepherds to agriculturalists? 
Why does God so often prefer the younger, 
rather than the first-born, in the Old Testament? 
Why was Cain forced into a nomadic existence? 
Is it coincidental that the words ‘Cain’ and 
‘Canaan’ are similar?  Or that ‘Ab-el’ is a 
Semitic word, similar to ‘Ab-ram’? Is the author 
of this Cain and Abel story giving a divinely 
sanctioned prelude to the descendants of the 
superior nomadic shepherd, Abraham, 
supplanting the inferior agricultural Canaanites 
from their own land? Or is he reinterpreting 
history?



The Flood 
Genesis 6:11-18 The earth also was corrupt before God [‘Elohim], and the earth was filled 
with violence. . . . And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the 
earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.  
Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it 
within and without with pitch. . . . And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon 
the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein [is] the breath of life, from under heaven; [and] every 
thing that [is] in the earth shall die.  . . . But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou 
shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee. 

Genesis 6:5-8 And GOD [YHWH] saw that the wickedness of man [was] great in the 
earth, and [that] every imagination of the thoughts of his heart [was] only evil continually. 
And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his 
heart.  And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the 
earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth 
me that I have made them.  But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. 
Genesis 7:1 And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for 
thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation. 

Genesis 6:19 And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every [sort] shalt thou bring into 
the ark, to keep [them] alive with thee; they shall be male and female 
Genesis 7:8-9 Of clean beasts, and of beasts that [are] not clean, and of fowls, and of every 
thing that creepeth upon the earth, There went in two and two unto Noah into the ark,  

Genesis 7:2 Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the male and his 
female: and of beasts that [are] not clean by two, the male and his female. 
Genesis 7:3 Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed alive 
upon the face of all the earth. 

Genesis 7:11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the 
seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep 
broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.   
Genesis 7:15 And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein 
[is] the breath of life. 
Genesis 7:21 And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and 
of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man: 
Genesis 7:24  And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days. 

Genesis 7:4-5 For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and 
forty nights; and every living substance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of 
the earth. And Noah did according unto all that the LORD commanded him. 
Genesis 7:10 &12 And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of the flood were 
upon the earth. And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 
Genesis 7:17-19 And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, 
and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth. And the waters prevailed exceedingly 
upon the earth; and all the high hills, that [were] under the whole heaven, were covered. 

Genesis 8:1-5 And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that 
[was] with him in the ark: and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters 
asswaged; The fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, and the 
rain from heaven was restrained; And the waters returned from off the earth continually: 
and after the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were abated. And the ark rested 
in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat. 
And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month: in the tenth [month], on the 
first [day] of the month, were the tops of the mountains seen.  Genesis 8:7 And he sent 
forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, until the waters were dried up from off the earth. 
Genesis 8:13-18 And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year . . . in the second 
month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth dried.  And God 
spake unto Noah, saying, Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons' 
wives with thee. Bring forth with thee every living thing that [is] with thee, of all flesh, of 
fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping thing . . . that they may breed abundantly in the 
earth, and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth.  And Noah went forth . . . 
Genesis 9:1-11 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and replenish the earth.  . . Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood 
be shed: for in the image of God made he man.  And I will establish my covenant with you; 
neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood;  

Genesis 7:22 All in whose nostrils [was] the breath of life, of all . . . in the dry [land], died. 
Genesis 8:6 And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of 
the ark which he had made: 
Genesis 8:8-12 Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were abated from 
off the face of the ground; But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and she 
returned unto him into the ark, for the waters [were] on the face of the whole earth: then he 
put forth his hand, and took her, and pulled her in unto him into the ark.  And he stayed yet 
other seven days; and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark; And the dove came in to 
him in the evening; and, lo, in her mouth [was] an olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah knew that 
the waters were abated from off the earth. And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent 
forth the dove; which returned not again unto him any more. 
Genesis 8:19-22 Every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, [and] whatsoever 
creepeth upon the earth, after their kinds, went forth out of the ark. And Noah builded an 
altar unto the LORD; and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered 
burnt offerings on the altar.  And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in 
his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of 
man's heart [is] evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, 
as I have done.  While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and 
summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease. 



Questions 
 
Why did God send a flood upon the earth?  Was it because of man’s sexual 
imaginations or his physical violence to one another?   
How did this relate to the subsequent covenant(s) made with Noah?   
Had the flood changed man or achieved any purpose? 
How many of each animal did Noah take into the arc with him?   
How many clean beasts, two or fourteen? 
For how long did it rain: for 40 days or 150 days?   
For how long were Noah and his family in the arc: for 54 days or 375 days? 
Did Noah send out a raven or a dove?   
How many stories of the flood are there in the book of Genesis?   
Who were the authors?  Which one referred to God as WHYH? 
Who cut and pasted them together as one story?  When, and why? 
How do these stories compare with other ancient flood stories and myths? #  
Do such similar stories support the concept of a universal flood? 
Have there been a number of great floods throughout history, or only one? 
Did it cover Mt. Everest?  
Where did all the water come from, and where did it go? 
If the entire earth was submerged for a whole year not many thousands of 
years ago, how came such an abundant diversity of life everywhere today? 
In particular, how do we explain the unique fauna and flora peculiar to each 
island, continent, and isolated parts of continents? 
Did the kangaroo and koala swim across the Indian Ocean, carrying some 
gum trees with them, climb aboard Noah’s arc so they wouldn’t drown, 
then swim back again, to nowhere else in the world but Australia only?   
Or how come the flightless kiwi ended up only in New Zealand? 
If we explain this phenomenon on the basis of the continents having been 
joined together at the time of the flood, how long ago was the flood?  
How long has it taken Australia to drift seven million metres from Africa at 
its present rate of around 0.025m per year?   
Or did it once sprint across the Indian Ocean at over 1,000m a year?  
What effect would this movement have had on the earth’s crust?  
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Maybe Australia had a land bridge through Indonesia, but what about New 
Zealand and the Pacific Islands, each with unique fauna and flora? 
Could there be a better explanation?  Is Darwin’s theory more plausible?   
Had the authors of Noah’s flood ever heard of America, Australia, Mount 
Everest, or the millions of species of plant and animal on this earth? 
How could a vessel less than half the length of the Titanic possibly hold  
two or more of all these animals, birds and insects; and enough food to 
keep them for over a year? 
What zoo, with only a tiny fraction of this collection, can manage with a 
staff of only eight people (Noah and his family)? 
And what of the excreta, how long was the window closed? 
What did the animals eat when they were released onto a devastated earth?   
Would not every carnivorous meal have resulted in yet another extinction? 
Has anyone yet found the arc on Mount Arrarat? 
Is the story of Noah’s arc to be taken literally?   
Or was it a myth* to give meaning and hope in the face of catastrophe in an 
uncertain world, and to develop the concept of a covenant between God 
and man? 
What then about other stories in the Old Testament; can we take them 
literally?   
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The Tower of Babel 
 
Genesis 11:1-4 And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech.  And it 
came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of 
Shinar; and they dwelt there.  And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and 
burn them throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter.  And 
they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top [may reach] unto heaven; 
and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. 
 
 

Genesis 11:5-9 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the 
children of men builded.  And the LORD said, Behold, the people [is] one, and they have 
all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from 
them, which they have imagined to do.  Go to, let us go down, and there confound their 
language, that they may not understand one another's speech.  So the LORD scattered 
them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city.  
Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the 
language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the 
face of all the earth. 

Questions 
 
How many stories of the Tower of Babel are there in the Bible? 
Who was the author? 
Why did the ancients want to build a tower up to ‘heaven’, to escape 
another flood perhaps? 
Did they think they could reach ‘heaven’, God’s ‘dwelling place’? 
Why did that bother God, unless YHWH also shared their antiquated 
world-view? 
Why did God thwart their puny attempts to reach ‘heaven’, yet permit 
modern man to reach the moon and beyond? 
How did the remarkable gift of tongues at Babel differ from that at 
Pentecost? 
How many new languages were suddenly created? All the thousands of 
languages and dialects we have today?   
Did God suddenly create and relocate the little Kalahari Bushmen, the 
larger and darker African Negro, the blond Scandinavians, the red-headed 

Celts, the Mongoloid races, the Eskimo, the red American Indians, the 
Melanesians, Polynesians, Australian Aborigines et cetera; each with their 
distinctive features, languages, and dialects? 
Or did language evolve along with other distinctive features, such as facial 
appearance, body size, skin and hair colour, as man gradually migrated 
around the globe? 
Can this story explain why the European languages have so many words in 
common, and an island like New Guinea has hundreds of different 
languages and dialects? 
Should it be taken literally, or was it as good an explanation as could be 
given at the time?  
What can we learn from it? 
Does it help us to give equal respect to all people, regardless of race, 
religion, colour or language, as sharing a common human origin.



Abraham 
Exodus 6:3 I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob by [the name of]  
God Almighty - ‘Elohim [P] - but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them.  Genesis 15:7And he said unto him, I [am] the LORD - YHWH [J]
Genesis 11:26-32 And Terah lived seventy years, and begat Abram. . . And Terah took Abram his son, 
and Lot . . .  his son's son, and Sarai . . . Abram's wife; and they went forth with them from Ur of the 
Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan; and they came unto Haran, and dwelt there And the days of 
Terah were two hundred and five years. Genesis 12:4b-5. . . and Abram [was] seventy and five years 
old when he departed out of Haran  And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all 
their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth 
to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came.  
Genesis 13:12 Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and 
pitched [his] tent toward Sodom. 

Genesis 12:1-4a Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy 
country, . .  unto a land that I will shew thee: And I will make of thee a great 
nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a 
blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. So Abram departed,   
Genesis 12:6-9 And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem . . . 
And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this 
land: and there builded he an altar unto the LORD,.  .  . .  And he removed from 
thence unto a mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent,  

Genesis 16:3. . . .  And Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt    
   ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife.  
Genesis 16:15-16 And Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called his son's name, which Hagar bare,  
   Ishmael. And Abram [was] fourscore and six years old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to Abram. 
Genesis 17:1-10 And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, [the LORD] appeared to Abram, and 
said unto him,  I [am] the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. And I will make my 
covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. And Abram fell on his face: and 
God talked with him, saying, As for me, behold, my covenant [is] with thee, and thou shalt be a father 
of many nations. Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; 
for a father of many nations have I made thee. . . . And I will establish my covenant between me and 
thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and 
to thy seed after thee. And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a 
stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God. And God said . . . 
This [is] my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man 
child among you shall be circumcised; . . . and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you. 
Genesis17:15-25 And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name 
Sarai, but Sarah [shall] her name [be]. And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will 
bless her, and she shall be [a mother] of nations; kings of people shall be of her. Then Abraham fell 
upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall [a child] be born unto him that is an hundred 
years old? And shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael 
might live before thee! And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his 
name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, [and] with his seed 
after him. And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, 
and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation. 
But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next 
year. . . .  And Abraham took Ishmael his son, and . . . Ishmael his son [was] thirteen years old, when 
he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.  Genesis 21:2-3 And Sarah conceived, and bare 
Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time . . .  And Abraham called the name of his son  . . . Isaac. 

Genesis 13:18 Then Abram removed [his] tent, and came and dwelt in the plain 
of Mamre, which [is] in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the LORD. 
Genesis 15:18. . . . the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy 
seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the 
river Euphrates: 
Genesis 16:1-2 Now Sarai Abram's wife bare him no children: and she had an 
handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name [was] Hagar  And Sarai said unto Abram, 
Behold now, the LORD hath restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto 
my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her.  
Genesis 16:4-14 And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived: and when she 
saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her eyes. And Sarai said 
unto Abram, My wrong [be] upon thee: I have given my maid into thy bosom; 
and when she saw that she had conceived, I was despised in her eyes. But Abram 
said unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid [is] in thy hand; do to her as it pleaseth thee. 
And when Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled from her face. And the angel of 
the LORD found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness . . . And the angel of 
the LORD said unto her, Behold, thou [art] with child, and shalt bear a son, and 
shalt call his name Ishmael; because the LORD hath heard thy affliction. And he 
will be a wild man; his hand [will be] against every man, and every man's hand 
against him; and he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren.  
Genesis 18:1-10 And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: And 
he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he saw 
[them], he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the 
ground, . . .  And they said unto him, Where [is] Sarah thy wife? And he said, 
Behold, in the tent.  And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according to the 
time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. 
Genesis 21:1a And the LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did 
unto Sarah as he had spoken.  



Genesis 21:6, 8-14 And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, [so that] all that hear will laugh with me . . . And the child grew, and was weaned: And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the 
Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham, mocking. Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son: . . . And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took 
bread, and a bottle of water, and gave [it] unto Hagar, putting [it] on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away: 
Genesis 22:1-2 And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, [here] I [am]. And he said, Take now thy son, thine 
only [son] Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 
Genesis 25:1 Then again Abraham took a wife, and her name [was] Keturah.  And she bare him Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah. 
Acts 7:4 Then came he out of the land of the Chaldaeans, and dwelt in Charran: from thence, when his father (Terah) was dead, he removed him into this land, wherein ye now dwell. 
Galatians 4:22 For it is written, that Abraham had two sons . . . 
 
Why did God tell Moses that Abraham did no know him as YHWH, but 
only as Elohim, when passages such as Genesis 15:7 indicate otherwise? 
How many accounts of Abraham are interwoven in Genesis, again each 
with its particular name for God? 
Which one focuses on ages and which one on angels?  What are angels? 
Who told Abraham that Sarah would conceive God or three men?   
And who laughed, Abraham or Sarah? 
Which one relates God’s covenant with Abraham to international 
descendants and circumcision, and which one to territory? 
Which one appears to have a priestly interest (in circumcision et cetera) 
and which one a political interest? 
Why, do you suppose, would the [J] author [who always called God 
YHWH ], have Abraham passing through Sichem [or Shechem, which 
Jeroboam later built and made the capital of Israel] to dwell temporarily 
in Bethel [a border town which Israel and Judah both made claims to] 
before settling in Hebron [later the capital of Judah under King David] 
where he was promised all the land from the river of Egypt to the river of 
Euphrates [the nation’s boundaries under King David]?   
Does this throw any light on when and where it was written, and to which 
tribe the [J] author belonged? 
How old was Terah when Abraham left Haran, and how much longer did 
he live? 
How do you then explain the above statement from Stephen, under 
inspiration, in the book of Acts?  Which is correct? 
. 
Compare the passages on this page with those on the previous page: 

 
Given that Ishmael was 13 years old before Sarah conceived with Isaac, 
how old would he have been when Isaac was weaned several years later 
and Abraham placed him on Hagar’s shoulders?   
At that age, would he not be more capable of carrying his mother?   
 
Would God really ask Abraham to sacrifice his son, Isaac, and later 
command Israel to destroy the heathen for doing just that? 
 
How many wives and children did Abraham have? 
Was Ketura his wife or his concubine? * 
How many sons did Abraham have – two or eight? 
 
Do these contradictions indicate that yet a third author [E], who also 
called God ‘Elohim, was responsible for writing the Genesis passages on 
this page, and much of Genesis from chapter 20 onwards?   
Who was responsible for compiling the book of Genesis from these 
sources, and why were they interwoven rather than placed side by side, as 
are the New Testament Gospels? 
Should we be surprised to find multiple historical accounts of Abraham? 
Do multiple accounts tend to support the historical reality of the subject? 
Or do inconsistencies and contradictions destroy their validity? 
What does secular history have to say about Abraham? #

                                                             
* 1 Chronicles 1:32 Now the sons of Keturah, Abraham's concubine: 
# Appendix C 



 Righteous Lot 
Genesis 18:2 And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and 
when he saw [them], he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward 
the ground,  
Genesis 18:16-23 And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom: and 
Abraham went with them to bring them on the way. . . . And the LORD said, Because the 
cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous; I will go 
down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it.  . . . And 
the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet 
before the LORD. And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous 
with the wicked? 
Genesis 19:1-14 And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of 
Sodom: and Lot seeing [them] rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face 
toward the ground;  And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your 
servant's house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go 
on your ways. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all night.  And he 
pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house; and he 
made them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat.   
But before they lay down, the men of the city, [even] the men of Sodom, compassed the 
house round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter: And they called unto 
Lot, and said unto him, Where [are] the men which came in to thee this night? bring them 
out unto us, that we may know them.   
And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the door after him, and said, I pray you, 
brethren, do not so wickedly.  Behold now, I have two daughters which have not known 
man; let me, I pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as [is] good in 
your eyes: only unto these men do nothing; for therefore came they under the shadow of 
my roof. 
And they said, Stand back . . . now will we deal worse with thee, than with them. And they 
pressed sore upon the man, [even] Lot, and came near to break the door. But the men put 
forth their hand, and pulled Lot into the house to them, and shut to the door. And they 
smote the men that [were] at the door of the house with blindness, both small and great: so 
that they wearied themselves to find the door. And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here 
any besides? son in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the 
city, bring [them] out of this place: For we will destroy this place, because the cry of 
them is waxen great before the face of the LORD; and the LORD hath sent us to destroy 
it. And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his daughters, and 
said, Up, get you out of this place; for the LORD will destroy this city. But he seemed as 
one that mocked unto his sons in law. 

Genesis 19:15-22 And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, 
Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in the 
iniquity of the city. And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the 
hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto 
him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the city. And it came to pass, when 
they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look not behind 
thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed.  
And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my Lord: Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in 
thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast shewed unto me in saving 
my life; and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil take me, and I die: Behold 
now, this city [is] near to flee unto, and it [is] a little one: Oh, let me escape thither, ([is] it 
not a little one?) and my soul shall live. And he said unto him, See, I have accepted thee 
concerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow this city, for the which thou hast 
spoken. Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot do any thing till thou be come thither. 
Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar. 
Genesis 19:23-26 The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar. Then the 
LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD 
out of heaven; And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of 
the cities, and that which grew upon the ground. But his wife looked back from behind 
him, and she became a pillar of salt. 
Genesis 19:30-38 And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and his two 
daughters with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he dwelt in a cave, he and his two 
daughters. And the firstborn said unto the younger, Our father [is] old, and [there is] not a 
man in the earth to come in unto us after the manner of all the earth: Come, let us make 
our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father. 
And they made their father drink wine that night: and the firstborn went in, and lay with 
her father; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose. And it came 
to pass on the morrow, that the firstborn said unto the younger, Behold, I lay yesternight 
with my father: let us make him drink wine this night also; and go thou in, [and] lie with 
him, that we may preserve seed of our father. And they made their father drink wine that 
night also: and the younger arose, and lay with him; and he perceived not when she lay 
down, nor when she arose. Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child by their 
father. And the firstborn bare a son, and called his name Moab: the same [is] the father of 
the Moabites unto this day.  And the younger, she also bare a son, and called his name 
Benammi: the same [is] the father of the children of Ammon unto this day. 
 



 
Questions 
 
How many men appeared to Abraham? 
Where were they going and what was their purpose? 
How many righteous men could be found in Sodom? 
Was Lot one of them? 
How many angels appeared to Lot? 
What is an angel? Do angels eat? 
Were they angels or men? 
What had happened to the third angel / man? 
What do you think of Lot offering his virgin daughters to the Sodomites 
to do with as they pleased? 
What would you think of your father if he did that to you? 
Was he punished, or even reprimanded by the angels, for doing that? 

Could he have had sex with his daughters without knowing about it? 
Was he punished for his incest?  Or was incest acceptable then?  Why? 
By today’s standards, would Lot be regarded as righteous? 
What happened to his wife when she looked back, and why? 
Is a glance back to one’s home much worse than incest and sexual abuse? 
Or was YHWH more interested in blind obedience than in what we would 
now regard as basic morality? 
Would Jesus have endorsed Lot’s behaviour, or punished his wife with 
instant death? 
How relative is morality? 
 

 



Isaac, Jacob and Esau 
Genesis 25:20-26 And Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife, the 
daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padanaram, the sister to Laban the Syrian.  And Isaac 
intreated the LORD for his wife, because she [was] barren: and the LORD was intreated of 
him, and Rebekah his wife conceived. And the children struggled together within her; and 
she said, If [it be] so, why [am] I thus? And she went to enquire of the LORD. And the 
LORD said unto her, Two nations [are] in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be 
separated from thy bowels; and [the one] people shall be stronger than [the other] people; 
and the elder shall serve the younger. And when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, 
behold, [there were] twins in her womb. And the first came out red, all over like an hairy 
garment; and they called his name Esau. And after that came his brother out, and his hand 
took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac [was] threescore years 
old when she bare them. 
Genesis 25:27-34 And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of the field; 
and Jacob [was] a plain man, dwelling in tents. And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat 
of [his] venison: but Rebekah loved Jacob. And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from 
the field, and he [was] faint: And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same 
red [pottage]; for I [am] faint: therefore was his name called Edom. And Jacob said, Sell 
me this day thy birthright. And Esau said, Behold, I [am] at the point to die: and what 
profit shall this birthright do to me? And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware 
unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage 
of lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way: thus Esau despised 
[his] birthright. 
Genesis 27:1-4 And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, so 
that he could not see, he called Esau his eldest son, and said unto him, My son: and he said 
unto him, Behold, [here am] I. And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of 
my death: Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go 
out to the field, and take me [some] venison; And make me savoury meat, such as I love, 
and bring [it] to me, that I may eat; that my soul may bless thee before I die. 
Genesis 27:15-19 And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau, which [were] 
with her in the house, and put them upon Jacob her younger son: And she put the skins of 
the kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the smooth of his neck: And she gave the 
savoury meat and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob. And 
he came unto his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here [am] I; who [art] thou, my 
son? And Jacob said unto his father, I [am] Esau thy firstborn; I have done according as 
thou badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me. 
Genesis 27:22-29 And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; and he felt him, and said, 
The voice [is] Jacob's voice, but the hands [are] the hands of Esau. And he discerned him 
not, because his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau's hands: so he blessed him. . . . 
Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of 

corn and wine: Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee: be lord over thy 
brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow down to thee: cursed [be] every one that 
curseth thee, and blessed [be] he that blesseth thee.  
Genesis 27;34-40 And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with a great and 
exceeding bitter cry, and said unto his father, Bless me, [even] me also, O my father. And 
he said, Thy brother came with subtilty, and hath taken away thy blessing. And he said, Is 
not he rightly named Jacob? for he hath supplanted me these two times: he took away my 
birthright; and, behold, now he hath taken away my blessing. And he said, Hast thou not 
reserved a blessing for me? And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, I have made 
him thy lord, and all his brethren have I given to him for servants; and with corn and wine 
have I sustained him: and what shall I do now unto thee, my son? And Esau said unto his 
father, Hast thou but one blessing, my father? bless me, [even] me also, O my father. And 
Esau lifted up his voice, and wept. And Isaac his father answered and said unto him, 
Behold, thy dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of heaven from 
above; And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy brother; and it shall come to 
pass when thou shalt have the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy 
neck. 

ESAU’S WIVES 
Genesis 26:34 And Esau was forty years old when he took to wife Judith the daughter of 
Beeri the Hittite, and Bashemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite: 
Genesis 28:9 Then went Esau unto Ishmael, and took unto the wives which he had 
Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael Abraham's son, the sister of Nebajoth, to be his wife. 
Genesis 36:2 Esau took his wives of the daughters of Canaan; Adah the daughter of Elon 
the Hittite, and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite; 
Genesis 36:3 And Bashemath Ishmael's daughter, sister of Nebajoth. 
 



Questions 
 
Why were these stories written?  So we could tell them in Sunday school? 
To show that cheating and lying is legitimate, so long as it fits our 
perception of God’s plans and purposes?   
Or did the story have a wider political meaning? 
What is the significance of Esau being ‘red’ and eating Jacob’s ‘red’ stew?* 
Did it have something to do with the word for ‘red’ in Hebrew being 
Edom? 
Did the Israelites regard Edomites as being related to them ethnically? 
Did Israel-Judah become larger and more prosperous than Edom, defeat it 
under King David, and dominate it for two hundred years? 
Did Edom [Esau] finally break free of its yolk to Judah during the reign of 
King Jehoram? 
Does this give a clue as to the time and place of the author [J] of this story?  
 
Who were Esau’s wives?  
Was Basemath the daughter of Ishmael or Elon? 
Which of Ishmael’s daughters was Esau’s wife, Basemath or Mahalath? 
Does this triple contradiction indicate three different authors? 

                                                             
* Appendix C 



The Tribes of Israel 
   [E]            [J] 
Genesis 30:1-24 And when Rachel saw that she bare Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister; and 
said unto Jacob, Give me children, or else I die. And Jacob . . . said, [Am] I in God's stead, who hath 
withheld from thee the fruit of the womb? And she said, Behold my maid Bilhah, go in unto her; and she 
shall bear upon my knees, that I may also have children by her . . .  and Jacob went in unto her. And 
Bilhah conceived, and bare Jacob a son. And Rachel said, God hath judged me, and hath also heard my 
voice, and hath given me a son: therefore called she his name Dan. And Bilhah Rachel's maid conceived 
again, and bare Jacob a second son . . . Naphtali.  
When Leah saw that she had left bearing, she took Zilpah her maid, and gave her Jacob to wife. And 
Zilpah Leah's maid bare Jacob a son . . . and she called his name Gad. And Zilpah Leah's maid bare 
Jacob a second son . . . Asher. . . And God hearkened unto Leah, and she conceived, and bare . . . 
Issachar.  And . . .   Zebulun. And afterwards she bare a daughter, and called her name Dinah. And 
God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to her, and opened her womb. And she conceived, and 
bare a son; and . . . called his name Joseph; 
Genesis 33:18-20 And Jacob came to Shalem, a city of Shechem, which [is] in the land of Canaan, 
when he came from Padanaram; and pitched his tent before the city. And he bought a parcel of a field, 
where he had spread his tent, at the hand of the children of Hamor, Shechem's father, for an hundred 
pieces of money. And he erected there an altar, and called it Elelohe-Israel. 
Genesis 35:1-7 And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and make there an 
altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. . . . And 
they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which [were] in their hand, and earrings . . . and Jacob hid 
them under the oak which [was] by Shechem. . . . So Jacob came to . . . Bethel, he and all the people 
with him. And he built there an altar, and called the place Elbethel: because there God appeared unto 
him, when he fled from the face of his brother. 
Genesis 35:10-15 And God said unto him, Thy name [is] Jacob: thy name shall not be called any more 
Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: and he called his name Israel. And God said unto him, I [am] God 
Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall 
come out of thy loins; And the land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy 
seed after thee will I give the land. And God went up from him in the place where he talked with him. 
And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he talked with him, [even] a pillar of stone: and he poured 
a drink offering thereon, and he poured oil thereon. And Jacob called the name of the place where God 
spake with him, Bethel. 
Genesis 35:16-18 And they journeyed from Bethel; and there was but a little way to come to Ephrath: 
and Rachel travailed, and she had hard labour. . . . And it came to pass, as her soul was in departing, (for 
she died) that she called his name Benoni: but his father called him Benjamin. 

Genesis 29:32-35 And Leah conceived, and bare a son, and she called his name 
Reuben: for she said, Surely the LORD hath looked upon my affliction; now 
therefore my husband will love me. And she conceived again, and bare a son; and 
said, Because the LORD hath heard that I [was] hated, he hath therefore given me 
this [son] also: and she called his name Simeon. And she conceived again, and bare  
. . . Levi. And she conceived again, and bare a son: and she said, Now will I praise 
the LORD: therefore she called his name Judah; and left bearing. 
 
Genesis 34:1-30 And Dinah the daughter of Leah, which she bare unto Jacob, went 
out to see the daughters of the land.  And when Shechem the son of Hamor the 
Hivite, prince of the country, saw her, he took her, and lay with her, and defiled 
her. . . . And the sons of Jacob came out of the field when they heard [it]: and the 
men were grieved, and they were very wroth  . .  And Hamor communed with them, 
saying, The soul of my son Shechem longeth for your daughter: I pray you give her 
him to wife. And make ye marriages with us, [and] give your daughters unto us, 
and take our daughters unto you. And ye shall dwell with us: and the land shall be 
before you; dwell and trade ye therein, and get you possessions therein.  
And the sons of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor his father deceitfully, and 
said, We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one that is uncircumcised; for 
that [were] a reproach unto us: But in this will we consent unto you: If ye will be as 
we [be], that every male of you be circumcised; And the young man deferred not to 
do the thing, because he had delight in Jacob's daughter: and he [was] more 
honourable than all the house of his father. And unto Hamor and unto Shechem his 
son hearkened all that went out of the gate of his city; and every male was 
circumcised, all that went out of the gate of his city. And it came to pass on the 
third day, when they were sore, that two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, 
Dinah's brethren, took each man his sword, and came upon the city boldly, and slew 
all the males . . . Hamor and Shechem his son with the edge of the sword, and took 
Dinah out of Shechem's house, and went out. . . and spoiled the city, . . . all their 
wealth, and all their little ones, and their wives took they captive, and spoiled even 
all that [was] in the house. And Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, Ye have troubled 
me to make me to stink among the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites 
and the Perizzites: and I [being] few in number, they shall gather themselves 
together against me, and slay me; and I shall be destroyed, I and my house. 



 
Genesis 48:1-22 And it came to pass after these things, that [one] told Joseph, Behold, thy 
father [is] sick: and he took with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim . . . And Israel 
beheld Joseph's sons, and said, Who [are] these? And Joseph said unto his father, They [are] 
my sons, whom God hath given me in this [place]. And he said, Bring them, I pray thee, 
unto me, and I will bless them. Now the eyes of Israel were dim for age, [so that] he could 
not see. And he brought them near unto him; and he kissed them, and embraced them. . . . 
And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel's left hand, and 
Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel's right hand, and brought [them] near unto him. And 
Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid [it] upon Ephraim's head, who [was] the 
younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh's head, guiding his hands wittingly; for 
Manasseh [was] the firstborn. And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my 
fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life long unto this day  . . 
. bless the lads; and let my name be named on them, and the name of my fathers Abraham 
and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth. And when Joseph 
saw that his father laid his right hand upon the head of Ephraim, it displeased him: and he 
held up his father's hand, to remove it from Ephraim's head unto Manasseh's head. And 
Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my father: for this [is] the firstborn; put thy right hand 
upon his head. And his father refused, and said, I know [it], my son, I know [it]: he also 
shall become a people, and he also shall be great: but truly his younger brother shall be 
greater than he, and his seed shall become a multitude of nations. And he blessed them 
that day, saying, In thee shall Israel bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim and as 
Manasseh: and he set Ephraim before Manasseh. . . Moreover I have given to thee one 
portion above thy brethren, which I took out of the hand of the Amorite with my sword. 

Genesis 49:1-27 And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather yourselves together, that I may 
tell you [that] which shall befall you in the last days. . .  
Reuben, thou [art] my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, the excellency of 
dignity, and the excellency of power: Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou 
wentest up to thy father's bed; then defiledst thou [it]: he went up to my couch.  
Simeon and Levi [are] brethren; instruments of cruelty [are in] their habitations. . . . Cursed [be] 
their anger, for [it was] fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide them in Jacob, and 
scatter them in Israel. 
Judah, thou [art he] whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand [shall be] in the neck of thine 
enemies; thy father's children shall bow down before thee. . . . The sceptre shall not depart from 
Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him [shall] the gathering 
of the people [be] . . .  
Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he [shall be] for an haven of ships;  
Issachar [is] a strong ass couching down between two burdens . . . 
Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. . . .  O LORD. 
Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome at the last. 
Asher his bread [shall be] fat, and he shall yield royal dainties.  
Naphtali [is] a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words. 
Joseph [is] a fruitful bough by a well; [whose] branches run over the wall . . . 
Benjamin shall ravin [as] a wolf: in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at night he shall 
divide the spoil. 
All these [are] the twelve tribes of Israel: and this [is it] that their father spake unto them, and 
blessed them; every one according to his blessing he blessed them. 

 
Genesis 50:13 For his sons carried him into the land of Canaan, and buried him in the cave 
of the field of Machpelah, which Abraham bought with the field for a possession of a 
buryingplace of Ephron the Hittite, before Mamre. 

Acts 7:15-16 So Jacob went down into Egypt, and died, he, and our fathers, And were carried 
over into Sychem, and laid in the sepulchre that Abraham bought for a sum of money of the 
sons of Emmor [the father] of Sychem. 

 
 



 
Questions 

 
How old is surrogacy?   
How important was birth order in the ancient Near East? 
Who should have received Jacob’s birthright? 
Why didn’t Reuben receive it? 
Why wasn’t it passed on to Simeon or Levi? 
How was the land of Shechem acquired? 
Which author said Jacob bought it and left buried treasure there? 
Might this author [E] have come from Shechem, the capitol of Israel? 
Which author said it was stolen through deceit and massacre? 
Why does this author [J] have the birthright and sceptre passing to Judah? 
From which tribe and territory do you think this [J] author came? 
Why did the [E] author favour Joseph and his sons? 
And why did he have Jacob crossing his arms to bless Ephraim, the 
younger of the two, and give him the birthright? 

Might it have had something to do with King Jeroboam coming from the 
tribe of Ephraim, and building his capitol, Shechem, in the the hills of 
Ephraim? 
From which tribe and territory did the [E] author come? 
And when was this written? 
Why do these two authors have such different slants on their history? 
Which author has Jacob’s name changed to Israel in Genesis 35:10-15?   
Does this author have a narrow tribal political perspective? 
Does this passage sound like the same [P] author who wrote Genesis 
17:1-10? 
When Jacob died, where was he buried, in the field of Machpelah at 
Mamre, or at Shechem (Acts 7:15-16)? 
Who, according to the book of Acts, bought the field at Shechem, Jacob 
or Abraham? 
Which is correct, Genesis or Acts?   



The Exodus 
 
Exodus 12:37-38 And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand on foot [that were] men, beside children. And a mixed multitude went up 
also with them; and flocks, and herds, [even] very much cattle.  
Exodus 12:40-41 Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, [was] four hundred and thirty years. And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty 
years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt. 
Galatians 3:16-18 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made . . .  the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise 
of none effect. . . . but God gave [it] to Abraham by promise.



Moses and Aaron 
 
Exodus 17:1 And all the congregation of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, after their journeys, according to the commandment of the LORD, and pitched in 
Rephidim: and [there was] no water for the people to drink. 
Exodus 17:2 Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said, Give us water that we may drink. And Moses said unto them, Why chide ye with me? wherefore do ye tempt the 
LORD? 
Exodus 17:3 And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Wherefore [is] this [that] thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our 
children and our cattle with thirst? 
Exodus 17:4 And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, What shall I do unto this people? they be almost ready to stone me. 
Exodus 17:5 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go on before the people, and take with thee of the elders of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and go. 
Exodus 17:6 Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so 
in the sight of the elders of Israel. 
Exodus 17:7 And he called the name of the place Massah, and Meribah, because of the chiding of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, Is the LORD among 
us, or not? 
 
 
Numbers 20:2 And there was no water for the congregation: and they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron. 
Numbers 20:3 And the people chode with Moses, and spake, saying, Would God that we had died when our brethren died before the LORD! 
Numbers 20:4 And why have ye brought up the congregation of the LORD into this wilderness, that we and our cattle should die there? 
Numbers 20:5 And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil place? it [is] no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or 
of pomegranates; neither [is] there any water to drink. 
Numbers 20:6 And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and they fell upon their 
faces: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto them. 
Numbers 20:7 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
Numbers 20:8 Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall 
give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation and their beasts drink. 
Numbers 20:9 And Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as he commanded him. 
Numbers 20:10 And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you 
water out of this rock? 
Numbers 20:11 And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, 
and their beasts [also]. 
Numbers 20:12 And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye 
shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them. 
Numbers 20:13 This [is] the water of Meribah; because the children of Israel strove with the LORD, and he was sanctified in them.
 



The Law, Moses & Jeremiah 
       The Ten Commandments 
   Exodus 20:1-17         Deuteronomy 5:1-22 
And God spake all these words, saying, I [am] the LORD thy God, which have 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 

And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and judgments which I 
speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, and keep, and do them. The LORD our God 
made a covenant with us in Horeb . . . saying, I [am] the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of 
the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. 
 

1. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
 2. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness [of any thing] 
that [is] in heaven above, or that [is] in the earth beneath, or that [is] in the water 
under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the 
LORD thy God [am] a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth [generation] of them that hate me; And shewing 
mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. 
 3. Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will 
not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 
 4. Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do 
all thy work: But the seventh day [is] the sabbath of the LORD thy God: [in it] thou 
shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor 
thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that [is] within thy gates:  
For [in] six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in 
them [is], and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the 
sabbath day, and hallowed it. 
 5. Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land 
which the LORD thy God giveth thee. 
 6. Thou shalt not kill. 
 7. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
 8. Thou shalt not steal. 
 9. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 
10. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy 
neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, 
nor any thing that [is] thy neighbour's. 

 1. Thou shalt have none other gods before me. 
 2. Thou shalt not make thee [any] graven image, [or] any likeness [of any thing] that [is] in heaven 
above, or that [is] in the earth beneath, or that [is] in the waters beneath the earth: Thou shalt not bow 
down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God [am] a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth [generation] of them that hate me, 
And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me and keep my commandments. 
 3. Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain: for the LORD will not hold [him] 
guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 
 4. Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee.  Six days thou 
shalt labour, and do all thy work: but the seventh day [is] the sabbath of the LORD thy God: [in it] 
thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy 
maidservant, nor thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger that [is] within thy 
gates; that thy manservant and thy maidservant may rest as well as thou.  
And remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and [that] the LORD thy God 
brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and by a stretched out arm: therefore the 
LORD thy God commanded thee to keep the sabbath day. 
 5. Honour thy father and thy mother, as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee; that thy days 
may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee in the land which the LORD thy God giveth 
thee. 
 6. Thou shalt not kill. 
 7. Neither shalt thou commit adultery. 
 8. Neither shalt thou steal. 
 9. Neither shalt thou bear false witness against thy neighbour. 
10. Neither shalt thou desire thy neighbour's wife, neither shalt thou covet thy neighbour's house, his 
field, or his manservant, or his maidservant, his ox, or his ass, or any [thing] that [is] thy neighbour's. 

Exodus 24:12 And the LORD said unto Moses, Come up to me into the mount, 
and be there: and I will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and commandments 
which I have written; that thou mayest teach them. 

These words the LORD spake unto all your assembly in the mount out of the midst of the fire, of the 
cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a great voice: and he added no more. And he wrote them in 
two tables of stone, and delivered them unto me. 

 
Luke 18:18-22 And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? And Jesus said unto him . . . Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit 
adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother. And he said, All these have I kept from my youth up. Now when Jesus heard these things, 
he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me



 
Questions 
 
Who originally wrote the Ten Commandments and on what? 
Did Moses write the books of Exodus and Deuteronomy? 
How many copies of the Ten Commandments are there in the bible? 
Would you expect the two copies to be identical? 
Are they?  How do they differ?   
Why do they give different reasons for keeping the Sabbath? 
Which version was written on stone by the finger of God? 
Should we keep the Ten Commandments? 
If so, does that include the fourth commandment?  If not, why not? 
Where and when does the Sabbath start and end on round world? 
How does it apply to the polar regions, where the sun doesn’t rise or set 
for much of the year? 
Why do Seventh Day Adventists adhere strongly to a seven-day creation? 
Is the Sabbath a memorial of creation [in six days] or redemption [from 
slavery]? 
 
 
To be consistent, should not all seven-day-creationists observe the 
Sabbath from sunset Friday to sunset Saturday? 
What proportion of Israelites who settled in Caanan came out of slavery? 
Does the fourth commandment implicitly sanction slavery? 
Why does the tenth commandment lump wives and women in with 
houses, oxen, goods and chattels? 
What status does this give women?  
Apart from the tenth commandment, are they difficult to keep? 
Does Jesus or Paul base their ethics on the Ten Commandments? 
Do they command unselfish love and generosity? 
Or are they kindergarten ethics? 
Why are they called a covenant or testament? 
How do the Ten Commandments compare with contemporary treaties 
such as that of Hammurabi, the Babylonian king (1728-1686 B.C.)? 



NEW TESTAMENT 
 

The Gospels of Jesus 



The Birth Events 
Matthew         Mark        Luke          John 

Matthew 1:6- And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king 
begat Solomon . . . and Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of 
whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ. So all the generations . . . 
from David until the carrying away into Babylon [are] fourteen 
generations; and from the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ [are] 
fourteen generations. 

 
No  

Genealogy  

Luke 3:23-31 And Jesus, . . . being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, 
which was [the son] of Heli, . . . of Matthat, Levi, Melchi, Janna, Joseph, 
Mattathias, Amos, Naum, Esli, Nagge, Maath, Mattathias, Semei, Joseph, 
Juda, Joanna, Rhesa, Zorobabel, Salathiel, Neri, Melchi, Addi, Cosam, 
Elmodam, Er, Jose, Eliezer, Jorim, Matthat, Levi, Simeon, Juda, Joseph, 
Jonan, Eliakim, Melea, Menan, Mattatha, Nathan, [the son] of David. 

John1:45  Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son 
of Joseph. 
6:42 And they said, 
Is not this Jesus, the 
son of Joseph 

1:18-23 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his 
mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she 
was found with child of the Holy Ghost. . . . that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet,1 saying, Behold, a virgin 
shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his 
name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. 

No virgin 
conception 

1:26-31 The angel Gabriel was sent from God . . . To a virgin espoused 
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's 
name [was] Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said . . . thou 
shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his 
name JESUS. 

John 1:14 And the Word 
was made flesh, and 

dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only 

begotten of the Father,)  
2:1-14 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to 
Jerusalem saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? . . . In 
Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet,2. . . And when 
they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his 
mother, and fell down, and worshipped him.  
And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to 
Herod, they departed into their own country another way. And when 
they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in 
a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee 
into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will 
seek the young child to destroy him. 

 
No  
Birth 
Narrative, 
Bethlehem 
Tradition, 
Magi 

or 
Shepherds 

2:1-20 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from 
Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. . . (when Cyrenius was 
governor of Syria.) . . . And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city 
of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; . 
. .  And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that 
she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no 
room for them in the inn. . . . And it came to pass, as the angels were gone 
away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now 
go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the 
Lord hath made known unto us. . . . And the shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told 
unto them. 

 
No  
Birth 
Narrative, 
Bethlehem 
Tradition,  
Magi 

or Shepherds 

2:14-15When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, 
and departed into Egypt: And was there until the death of Herod: that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, 3 saying, 
Out of Egypt have I called my son. 

 
No Trip  

To Egypt 

2:21-39 And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the 
child . . . And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses 
were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present [him] to the 
Lord . . .  And when they had performed all things according to the law of the 
Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth. 

 
No Trip 

To Egypt 

2:16-18 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, 
was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were 
in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and 
under. . . . Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the 
prophet, 4 saying, In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and 
weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping [for] her children. 

 
No 

Slaughter 
of the 
Infants 

 
 

No Slaughter of the Infants 

 
No Slaughter of 

the Infants 

 



1Isaiah 7:14-16 Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive [NRSV: young woman is with child], and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel. . . . Before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the 
land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings. 
 
2Micah 5:2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, [though] thou be little among the thousands 
of Judah, [yet] out of thee shall he come forth unto me [that is] to be ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth [have been] from of old, from everlasting. 
 

3Hosea 11:1 When Israel [was] a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of 
Egypt. 
 
4Jeremiah 31:15-18 Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, 
[and] bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her 
children, because they [were] not. . . . I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself . .  
 

 
Questions 
 
How many generations are there from King David to Jesus 
     a) According to Matthew?    b) In Luke (count the names)? 
Why the difference? 
In which line of David (Solomon or Nathan) does Matthew place Jesus? 
In which line of David does Luke place Jesus? 
Is it significant that Matthew includes Phares, the product of incest (Judah & 
Tamar) and Solomon, the product of adultery (David & Bathsheeba)? 
Who was Joseph’s father, Jacob or Heli? 
Why was Jesus accused of being born “of fornication” (John 8:19-41)?  
How did the various gospel writers deal with this issue?  
Was Jesus really the son of Joseph, as stated by John? 
Did Jesus have an earthly father? 
If not, was he truly human; was he a real man; did he have the Y (male) 
chromosome and, if so, from whence did he derive it? 
Do Matthew and Luke agree as to how Mary conceived? 
Was it by the Holy Ghost or by the angel Gabriel? 
Did God consider Mary and Joseph’s feelings on the matter, or seek their 
consent? Is God like that?  Was it divine rape? #  
Were there any virgin births among the gods of ancient mythology? * 
Why do we laugh at them, yet readily accept the virgin birth of Jesus? 
Why does Mark (the earliest Gospel) and John (the last Gospel written) 
ignore the conception and birth of Jesus? 
                                                             
# Appendix E 
*  Appendix A 

Was man made in the image of God (in creation) or was God made in the 
image of man (incarnation)? 
Was Jesus born in a house (Matthew) or the manger of an Inn (Luke)? 
Was Jesus visited by three wise men, or by a group of shepherds?  Or both? 
Did Jesus go from Bethlehem to Egypt or return direct to Galilee? 
Which Gospel (alone) says that infant Jesus was threatened by Herod? 
Was King Herod still alive at this time?   
Was Jesus born before Herod died in 4BC (Matthew) or after Cyrenius 
(Quirinius) became governor of Syria in 6AD (Luke)?  
Is there any historical record of a mass slaughter of infants in Judaea? **  
Why does Matthew relate this to “Rachel weeping for her children”? 
Were the inhabitants of Bethlehem descendants of Rachel (Ephraim) or of 
Leah (Judah)? 
Could Jeremiah (quoted by Matthew) possibly have had Bethlehem in mind, 
or was he predicting the imminent destruction of Ephraim?   
Why is Matthew so keen to portray every aspect of Jesus’ life as having 
“fulfilled that which was spoken by the prophets”? 
Is Isaiah 7 predicting the birth of Jesus, or the destruction of Judah & Israel? 
Did or will Jesus rule Israel as predicted in Micah 5:2? 
Is Hosea 11:1 a prediction of a future event, or a reflection on the exodus? 
Does Matthew force his story to fit the prophecies, or the prophecies to fit 
his story, or both?	   
Does secular history support Luke’s taxation decree by Augustus? ** 

Would a Jew really take his near-term wife 150 miles for a Roman census?  
How historically accurate are these accounts of Jesus? 

                                                             
 



Baptism and Beginning of Ministry 
   Matthew    Mark    Luke     John 

Matthew 3:13-17 Then cometh Jesus from 
Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of 
him. But John forbad him, saying, I have need 
to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? 
And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer [it to 
be so] now: Then he suffered him.  And . . . lo, 
the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and 
lighting upon him: And lo a voice from 
heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased. 

Mark 1:9-11 And it came to pass 
in those days, that Jesus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee, and was 
baptized of John in Jordan. And 
straightway coming up out of the 
water, he saw the heavens opened, 
and the Spirit like a dove 
descending upon him:  And there 
came a voice from heaven, 
[saying], Thou art my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

Luke 3:21-22 Now when all the people 
were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus 
also being baptized, and praying, the 
heaven was opened, And the Holy Ghost 
descended in a bodily shape like a dove 
upon him, and a voice came from 
heaven, which said, Thou art my 
beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased. 

John 1:29-34 The next day John seeth Jesus 
coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world. And 
John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode 
upon him. And I knew him not: but he that sent me 
to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon 
whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and 
remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth 
with the Holy Ghost. And I saw, and bare record 
that this is the Son of God. 

4:1-2 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit 
into the wilderness to be tempted of the 
devil. And when he had fasted forty days 
and forty nights, he was afterward an 
hungred.  

1:12-13 And immediately the Spirit 
driveth him into the wilderness. And he 
was there in the wilderness forty days, 
tempted of Satan; and was with the 
wild beasts; and the angels ministered 
unto him. 

4:1-2 And Jesus being full of the Holy 
Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led 
by the Spirit into the wilderness, Being 
forty days tempted of the devil. And in 
those days he did eat nothing: and when 
they were ended, he afterward hungered. 

1:35-39 Again the next day after John stood, and 
two of his disciples; . . . And the two disciples 
heard him speak, and they followed Jesus . . . They 
said unto him, Rabbi, where dwellest thou? He 
saith unto them, Come and see. They came and saw 
where he dwelt, and abode with him that day. 

4:12-17 Now when Jesus had heard that 
John was cast into prison, he departed into 
Galilee; And leaving Nazareth, he came 
and dwelt in Capernaum; . . . From that 
time Jesus began to preach . . . Repent: for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

1:14-15 Now after that John was put 
in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom 
of God, And saying, The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. 

4:14-16 And Jesus returned in the power 
of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went 
out a fame of him through all the region 
round about. And he taught in their 
synagogues, being glorified of all. And he 
came to Nazareth,  

3:22-24 After these things came Jesus and his 
disciples into the land of Judaea; and there he 
tarried with them, and baptized. And John also was 
baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there 
was much water there: and they came, and were 
baptized. For John was not yet cast into prison. 

4:18-22 And Jesus, walking by the 
sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, 
Simon called Peter, and Andrew . . . 
And he saith unto them, Follow me, 
and I will make you fishers of men. 
And they straightway left [their] nets, 
and followed him. And going on 
from thence, he saw other two 
brethren, James [the son] of Zebedee, 
and John his brother, in a ship with 
Zebedee their father, mending their 
nets; and he called them. And they 
immediately left the ship and their 
father, and followed him. 

1:16-20 Now as he walked by the sea 
of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew 
his brother . . . And Jesus said unto 
them, Come ye after me, and I will 
make you to become fishers of men. 
And straightway they forsook their 
nets, and followed him. And when he 
had gone a little further thence, he saw 
James the [son] of Zebedee, and John 
his brother, who also were in the ship 
mending their nets.  And straightway 
he called them: and they left their 
father Zebedee in the ship with the 
hired servants, and went after him. 

4:31-41 And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, 
and taught them on the sabbath days . . . And he arose out of 
the synagogue, and entered into Simon's house. And Simon's 
wife's mother was taken with a great fever; and . . . he . . . 
rebuked the fever; and it left her: and . . . all they that had 
any sick . . . he laid his hands on every one of them, and 
healed them. And devils also came out of many, crying out, 
and saying, Thou art Christ the Son of God.  
5:1-11 And . . . he stood by the lake of Gennesaret, And he 
entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's . . . When 
Simon Peter saw [the draught of fish], he fell down at Jesus' 
knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord. . .  James, and John, the sons of Zebedee . . . were 
partners with Simon. And Jesus said . . . henceforth thou 
shalt catch men . . . they forsook all, and followed him. 

1:40-43 [The day after Jesus’ baptism 
(v.35)] One of the two which heard John 
[speak], and followed him, was Andrew, 
Simon Peter's brother. He first findeth 
his own brother Simon, and saith unto 
him, We have found the Messias, which 
is, being interpreted, the Christ. And he 
brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus 
beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the 
son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, 
which is by interpretation, A stone. The 
day following Jesus would go forth into 
Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith 
unto him, Follow me. 



 
Questions 
 
In the Gospel of John, was Jesus baptized, and if so, by whom? 
Did the Holy Spirit descend on Jesus before or after his baptism:  

a) In the synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke)? 
b) In the Gospel of John? 

Was Jesus declared to be the Son of God by a voice from heaven (the 
synoptic Gospels) or by John the Baptist (John)? 
Was this a declaration of a pre-existent state or of a new (adopted) 
relationship in: a) the Synoptic Gospels?  b) John? 
Did Jesus go immediately after his baptism into the wilderness for forty 
days, or did he entertain two of John’s disciples in his home? 
Did Jesus start to preach and make disciples before or only after John the 
Baptist was imprisoned (compare Matthew, Mark and John)? 
Did Jesus begin his ministry in Galilee or in the land of Judaea? 
Did he begin teaching before or after leaving Nazareth? 
Did Jesus perform any miracles before calling his disciples or only 
afterwards? 

What were the circumstances in which the first disciples were called?  
Did Andrew precede Peter, or were they called together? 
Was it beside the river Jordan or by the Sea of Galilee that Andrew began 
to follow Jesus? 
And did he leave John the Baptist, or his fishing nets, to follow Jesus? 
Was Peter called before or after Jesus went to Galilee?  
Why do Matthew-Mark, Luke and John give three quite different accounts 
of the call of Peter? 
Who was next called after Andrew and Peter? 
Was it James and John (the sons of Zebedee) or Philip? 
Can you reconcile the order of events surrounding the beginning of Jesus’ 
ministry in the four Gospels? 
What does this indicate about their historical reliability? 
And what does it say about the inspiration of the scriptures? 



Healing Miracles  
  Matthew      Mark         Luke        John 

Matthew 9:1-6 And he . . . came into his own 
city. And, behold, they brought to him a man 
sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus 
seeing their faith said unto the sick of the 
palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be 
forgiven thee. . . Arise, take up thy bed, and 
go unto thine house. 
8:2-4 And, behold, there came a leper and 
worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, 
thou canst make me clean. And Jesus put 
forth [his] hand, and touched him, saying, I 
will; be thou clean. . . . And Jesus saith unto 
him, See thou tell no man; but go thy way, 
shew thyself to the priest, and offer the gift 
that Moses commanded 
16:20 Then charged he his disciples that they 
should tell no man that he was Jesus the 
Christ. 

Mark 2:1-11 And again he entered into 
Capernaum . . . And they come unto him, 
bringing one sick of the palsy, which was 
borne of four. . . . 
When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto 
the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be 
forgiven thee. . . . Arise, and take up thy 
bed, and go thy way into thine house. 
 1:40-44 And there came a leper to him, . . 
. And Jesus, moved with com-passion, put 
forth [his] hand, and touched him, and . . .  
immediately the leprosy departed from 
him, and he was cleansed. And he straitly 
charged him . . . See thou say nothing to 
any man: but go thy way 
3:11-12 And unclean spirits, when they 
saw him, fell down before him, and cried, 
saying, Thou art the Son of God. And he 
straitly charged them that they should 
not make him known. 

 
Luke 4:41 And devils also came out of many, 
crying out, and saying, Thou art Christ the 
Son of God. And he rebuking [them] suffered 
them not to speak: for they knew that he was 
Christ. 
 
 
5:12-14 . . . a man full of leprosy: who . . . 
besought him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
canst make me clean. And he put forth [his] 
hand, and touched him, saying, I will: be thou 
clean. And immediately the leprosy departed 
from him.And he charged him to tell no 
man:  
 
9:20-21 He said unto them, But whom say ye 
that I am? Peter answering said, The Christ of 
God. And he straitly charged them, and 
commanded [them] to tell no man that thing; 

John 5:1-21 Jesus went up to Jerusalem . . . by  
Bethesda [pool] . . . lay a great multitude of 
impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting 
for the moving of the water. . . . And a certain 
man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and 
eight years. . . .Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take 
up thy bed, and walk. . . Afterward Jesus . . . 
said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: sin 
no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee. . . . 
the Father [will shew] greater works than 
these, that ye may marvel. For as the Father 
raiseth up the dead . . . even so the Son 
quickeneth whom he will. 
11:4-45 Jesus . . . said, This sickness is not unto 
death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of 
God might be glorified thereby. . . . I am the 
resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: . . . 
And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a 
loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.  

8:28 And when he was come to the other side 
into the country of the Gergesenes, there met 
him two possessed with devils, coming out of 
the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man 
might pass by that way. 

5:1-2 And they came over unto the other 
side of the sea, into the country of the 
Gadarenes. And when he was come out of 
the ship, immediately there met him out of 
the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, 

8:26-27 And they arrived at the country of the 
Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee. 
And when he went forth to land, there met 
him out of the city a certain man, which had 
devils long time, and ware no clothes, neither 
abode in [any] house, but in the tombs. 

 
 
                            No Equivalent 

20:29-30 And as they departed from Jericho, 
a great multitude followed him. And, behold, 
two blind men sitting by the way side . . .  

10:46 And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of 
Jericho with his disciples and a great number of people, 
blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the 
highway side begging. 

18:35 And it came to pass, that 
as he was come nigh unto 
Jericho, a certain blind man sat 
by the way side begging: 

8:59-9:1 Jesus . . . went out of the temple, 
going through the midst of them, and so passed 
by.  And as [Jesus] passed by, he saw a man 
which was blind from [his] birth. 

17:14-17 There came to him a [certain] man, 
kneeling down to him, and saying, Lord, have 
mercy on my son: for he is lunatick, and sore 
vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and 
oft into the water. . . . Then Jesus answered 
and said . . . bring him hither to me. And 
Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out 
of him: and the child was cured. 

9:17-26 . . . .my son, which hath a dumb spirit; . . . he 
foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth . . . the spirit tare 
him; and he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming. . 
. . ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the 
waters, to destroy him: . . . Jesus rebuked the foul spirit, 
saying unto him, [Thou] dumb and deaf spirit, I charge 
thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him. And 
[the spirit] cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him:  

 
 
 
          No Equivalent 

 
 
 
                           No Equivalent 



 
Questions 
 
How many healing miracles are recorded in the four Gospels?   
How many are recorded in John?  
Which Gospels describe the healing of a paralytic who was told to arise and 
take up his bed? 
Did this occur in Nazareth, Capernaum or Jerusalem? 
In the Gospel of John, did the paralytic have any friends? And was any 
faith required?  How does this compare with the Synoptic Gospels? 
Did Jesus tell him his sins were forgiven, or to go and sin no more? 
In the Synoptic Gospels, does Jesus want his healing miracles publicised?  
Why does he charge those whom he healed to “tell no man”? 
How does this compare with the attitude of Jesus in John’s Gospel? 
Why does he go out of his way [in John] to make his healing miracles very 
public and controversial? 
Why does Jesus wait until Lazarus is dead and buried before going to his 
aid?   
Why do none of the Synoptic Gospels record such a significant event as the 
raising of Lazarus from the dead? 
Why does John [11:46-48] make this event, rather than the cleansing of the 
temple, the primary reason for the Jews to plot Jesus’ death? 
Did the author develop this story to portray Jesus as the self-confessed 
resurrection power, and to set the stage for his own resurrection? 
How many men from the Gadarenes’ tombs were delivered from devils, 
one or two? 
How many blind men were healed at Jericho, one or two?   

What disease was clearly described by Mark in chapter nine? 
Is epilepsy caused by a devil? 
Can modern surgery or anticonvulsant drugs exorcise devils? 
Should we treat epilepsy today by prayer and fasting? 
Did Jesus understand the nature of epilepsy? 
How much did Jesus know about the cause of disease? 
Did he know about germs and the importance of hygiene? 
Why then did he touch the lepers? 
Was he, being divine, immune from contagion? 
Did he thereby set lesser mortals a good example?  
In dismissing ritualistic washing of hands before meals [Matthew 15:2, 
Mark 7:2] why didn’t he at least acknowledge the hygienic benefits? 
When Doctor Semmelweis discovered the importance of hand-washing 
eighteen hundred years later, why did his critics invoke the words of Jesus? 
Was Jesus really omniscient, knowing far more even than we know today? 
Why then did he choose to leave mankind in such pitiful and destructive 
ignorance? 
Would a good missionary today perform a few sensational miracles to 
attract a following, but do nothing about educating the people to improve 
their health and hygiene? 
Is it good to withhold knowledge that can save countless lives?   
If Jesus was all knowing God, was he good? 
 



Teachings 
Matthew          Mark            Luke           John 

Matthew 5:1-6 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into 
a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto 
him: And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, 
Blessed [are] the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 
Blessed [are] they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 
Blessed [are] the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed [are] they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled. 

 
 
No Equivalent 
Sermon 

Luke 6:17-20 And he came down with them, and stood 
in the plain, and the company of his disciples, and a 
great multitude of people . . . And he lifted up his eyes 
on his disciples, and said,  
Blessed [be ye] poor: for yours is the kingdom of God. 
Blessed [are ye] that hunger now: for ye shall be filled.  
Blessed [are ye] that weep now: for ye shall laugh. 
 

 
 
                         No Equivalent 

5:17-18 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I 
say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle 
shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 
22:36-40 Master, which [is] the great commandment in the 
law? Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the 
second [is] like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets. 

2:27 And he said 
unto them, The 

sabbath was made for 
man, and not man for 

the sabbath: 
Therefore the Son of 
man is Lord also of 

the sabbath. 
 

(“the law” is not  
used in Mark) 

10:25-28 Master, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?He said unto him, What is 
written in the law? How readest thou? And 
he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy strength, and with all 
thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself. And 
he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: 
this do, and thou shalt live. 16:17 And it is 
easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one 
tittle of the law to fail. 

1:17 For the law was given by Moses, [but] grace 
and truth came by Jesus Christ. 5:18 Therefore the 
Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not 
only had broken the sabbath, but said also that God 
was his Father, making himself equal with God.  

13:3 And he spake many things unto them in parables, 
saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow; 
13:10-13 And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why 
speakest thou unto them in parables? . . because they 
seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they 
understand. 
13:34 All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in 
parables; and without a parable spake he not unto them: 
22:1 And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by 
parables 

4:2 And he taught them 
many things by parables, 
and said unto them in his 
doctrine, 4:33 And with 
many such parables spake 
he the word unto them, as 
they were able to hear 
[it]. 12:1 And he began to 
speak unto them by 
parables.  

8:10 And he said, Unto 
you it is given to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom 
of God: but to others in 
parables; that seeing they 
might not see, and hearing 
they might not 
understand.  

 
 
        NO PARABLES 

12:38-39 Master, we would see a sign from thee. But he 
answered and said . . . there shall no sign be given to it  
16:4 A wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a 
sign; and there shall no sign be given unto it, but the sign of 
the prophet Jonas 

Mark 8:12 And he sighed 
deeply in his spirit, and 
saith, Why doth this 
generation seek after a sign? 
verily I say unto you, There 
shall no sign be given unto 
this generation. 

11:29 And when the 
people were gathered thick 
together, he began to say, 
This is an evil generation: 
they seek a sign; and there 
shall no sign be given it, 
but the sign of Jonas  

John 6:30-35  What sign shewest thou then, that we may see, 
and believe thee? What dost thou work? Our fathers did eat 
manna in the desert: . . . Then Jesus said. . . I am the bread 
of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that 
believeth on me shall never thirst. 
20:30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence 
of his disciples, which are not written in this book: 

 



Questions 
 
Was Jesus’ sermon on the beatitudes preached on a mountain or a plain? 
Was it the literally or spiritually poor and hungry that were to be blessed? 
What was “the law”, and what was Jesus’ attitude to it? 
How does this differ in Matthew, Mark and John? 
Did Jesus isolate the Ten Commandments or place them above the rest of 
the law?  
Is there a higher ethic than loving your neighbour as yourself? 
Why did Jesus present his message in parables? 

Why does the Gospel of John contain numerous long discourses and 
arguments with the Pharisees but NOT A SINGLE PARABLE? 
How do you reconcile this with Matthew’s statement that “without a 
parable spake he not unto them”? 
In the Synoptic Gospels, does Jesus satisfy the Jews demand for a sign? 
How does his response differ in John?  
Why is Jesus so ready to show “many signs” in this gospel? 



Self-Confession 
  Matthew     Mark     Luke            John 

[SON OF GOD] 
 
Matthew 14:33 Then they that were in the 
ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a 
truth thou art the Son of God. 27:54 Truly 
this was the Son of God. 

Mark 3:11 And 
unclean spirits . . . 
saying, Thou art the 
Son of God. 
 
15:39 Truly this man 
was the Son of God. 

Luke 4:3 And the devil said 
. . If thou be the Son of God 
 4:41 And devils also came 
out . . . saying, Thou art 
Christ the Son of God. And 
he rebuking [them] 
suffered them not to speak: 

John 3:10-18 Jesus . . . said . . . He that . . . believeth not is condemned already, 
because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 5:25 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead 
shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. 9:35 Jesus . . 
. said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? 10:36 I said, I am the 
Son of God 11:4 Jesus . . . said, This sickness is . . . that the Son of God might 
be glorified. 

[SON OF MAN:  30 TIMES] 
Matthew 8:20  the Son of man hath not 
where to lay [his] head. 
9:6 the Son of man hath power on earth to 
forgive sins. 
11:19 The Son of man came eating and 
drinking 
12:8 the Son of man is Lord even of the 
sabbath 
25:31 the Son of man shall come in his glory 
26:64 the Son of man sitting on the right 
hand of power, and coming in the clouds of 
heaven.  

[SON OF MAN: 14 TIMES] 
Mark 2:10 the Son of man hath 
power on earth to forgive sins 
2:28 the Son of man is Lord  9:9 
he charged them that they should 
tell no man what things they had 
seen, till the Son of man were 
risen from the dead. 10:45 For 
even the Son of man came not to 
be ministered unto 14:62 ye shall 
see the Son of man sitting on the 
right hand of power, and coming 
in the clouds  

[SON OF MAN:  26 TIMES] 
Luke 5:24 the Son of man hath 
power upon earth to forgive sins,  
6:5 And he said unto them, That 
the Son of man is Lord also of the 
sabbath. 
7:34 The Son of man is come 
eating and drinking;  
9:22 Saying, The Son of man must 
suffer many things, and be rejected  
21:27 And then shall they see the 
Son of man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory.      

[SON OF MAN:  10 TIMES] 
John 1:51 Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels 
of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man. 3:13 
And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came 
down from heaven, [even] the Son of man which is in 
heaven. 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 6:53 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the 
Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in 
you. 13:31 Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is 
glorified in him. 

16:15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye 
that I am?  

8:27 And Jesus went out, and his 
disciples, into the towns of 
Caesarea Philippi: and by the way 
he asked his disciples, saying unto 
them, Whom do men say that I 
am? 8:29 And he saith unto them, 
But whom say ye that I am?  

9:18-20 And it came to pass, as he 
was alone praying, his disciples 
were with him: and he asked them, 
saying, Whom say the people that 
I am?   . . .   
whom say ye that I am? Peter 
answering said, The Christ of God.  

7:28-29 Then cried Jesus . . . I am not come of myself, but he 
that sent me is true . . . I know him: for I am from him 
 8:14-59 I bear record of myself,  my record is true: for I 
know whence I came, and whither I go . . . I am not alone . . . 
I am not of this world. . . . I proceeded forth and came from 
God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. . . .  Jesus said 
unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham 
was, I am. Then took they up stones to cast at him: 
6:35 I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never 
hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 
8:12 I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 
10:7-11 I am the door of the sheep. . I am the good shepherd 
11:25  I am the resurrection, and the life:  
14:6  I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me. 15:1 I am the true vine, and my 
Father is the husbandman. 

 



 
Questions 
 

In the Synoptic Gospels: 
Does Jesus ever argue with the Pharisees over his identity? 
Does he encourage declarations that he was Christ, the Son of 
God? 
Does he ever refer to himself as the Son of God? 
What term does he exclusively use to refer to himself? * 
With whom does he thereby identify? 
Is he certain who he is or does he seem a little unsure? 

 Is he eternal, pre-existent, all-knowing? 
Are there any great “I am the . . .” statements? 

How does this compare with the Gospel of John? 
Does John present a very different image of Jesus? 
In John, how often does Jesus refer to himself as the Son of God? 
Does God have other sons? # 
Is Jesus the Son of God, or God the Son, and what is the difference? 
Did Jesus put himself above his brethren?  Was he master, servant or 
equal? 
Does God relate to man in a hierarchical master-servant manner? 
Why does Jesus call himself the Son of man if he was (by virgin birth) no 
man’s son? 
Why did he not rather refer to himself as the Son of woman? 
Who was the real Jesus? 

                                                             
* Appendix E 
# Genesis 6:2-4, Job 1:6, 38:7, John 1:12, Romans 8:14,19, Philippians 2:15, 1 John 3:1-
2  
 



Visits to Jerusalem  
  Matthew        Mark      Luke     John 

Matthew 21:10-12 And when he was come 
into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, 
saying, Who is this? . . . And Jesus went 
into the temple of God, and cast out all 
them that sold and bought in the temple, and 
overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, 
and the seats of them that sold doves, 

Mark 11:15 And they come to 
Jerusalem: and Jesus went into 
the temple, and began to cast out 
them that sold and bought in the 
temple, and overthrew the tables 
of the moneychangers, and the 
seats of them that sold doves; 

Luke 19:28  . . . he went before, ascending 
up to Jerusalem.  19:45-46 And he went 
into the temple, and began to cast out them 
that sold therein, and them that bought; 
Saying unto them, It is written, My house is 
the house of prayer: but ye have made it a 
den of thieves. 

John 2:13-16 And the Jews' passover was at hand, 
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. And found in the 
temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and 
the changers of money sitting: And when he had made 
a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the 
temple. 

   4:3 He left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee. 
5:1 After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 6:1 After these things Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, which 
is [the sea] of Tiberias. 

   7:1-10 After these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in 
Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill him. Now the Jews' feast of 
tabernacles was at hand . . .when his brethren were gone up, then went he 
also up unto the feast, not openly, but as it were in secret. 
10:22-40 And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was 
winter. . .  Therefore they sought again to take him: but he escaped out of 
their hand, And went away again beyond Jordan into the place where John 
at first baptized; and there he abode. 

26:17 Now the first [day] of the [feast of] 
unleavened bread the disciples came to 
Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt thou that 
we prepare for thee to eat the passover?  

14:1-3 After two days was [the 
feast of] the passover, and of 
unleavened bread: and the chief 
priests and the scribes sought how 
they might take him by craft, and 
put [him] to death.  

22:1-2 Now the feast 
of unleavened bread 
drew nigh, which is 
called the Passover. 
And the chief priests 
and scribes sought how 
they might kill him; 

11:7 Then after that saith he to [his] disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. 
12:1-3 Then Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, where 
Lazarus was which had been dead, whom he raised from the dead. There 
they made him a supper;  
13:1-2 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his 
hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, 
having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end.   



 
Questions 

 
How many times did Jesus visit Jerusalem during his ministry? 
Can you find more than one visit to Jerusalem in the Synoptic Gospels? 
How many visits are there in John? 
Did Jesus drive out the moneychangers from the temple at the beginning 
of his ministry (John) or near the end (Synoptic Gospels)? 
How long did Jesus spend in Jerusalem? 
How long did his ministry last? 
Why is John’s account of Jesus ministry so different from that of the other 
Gospel writers?
 



The Final Week  
  Matthew      Mark          Luke        John 

 Mark 14:1-3 After two days was [the feast of] 
the passover . . .and being in Bethany in the 
house of Simon the leper, as he sat at meat, 
there came a woman having an alabaster box of 
ointment of spikenard very precious; and she 
brake the box, and poured [it] on his head. 

Luke 7:37-46 . . a woman . . . a 
sinner . . . brought an alabaster box 
of ointment . . . Simon, Seest thou 
this woman?  . . My head with oil 
thou didst not anoint: but this woman 
hath anointed my feet with ointment. 

John 12:1-3 Then Jesus six days before the 
passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus . . 
made him a supper; and Martha served: . . .  Then 
took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, 
very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and 
wiped his feet with her hair:  

Matthew 21:1-5  Go . . . find an ass tied, 
and a colt with her: loose [them], and 
bring [them] unto me . . . that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, 
. . . Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, 
meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt  

Mark 11:1-2 And when they came nigh to 
Jerusalem . . . he sendeth forth two of his 
disciples . . .  Go your way into the village over 
against you: and as soon as ye be entered into it, 
ye shall find a colt tied, whereon never man sat; 
loose him, and bring [him]. 

Luke 19:30 Saying, Go ye into the 
village over against [you]; in the 
which at your entering ye shall find a 
colt tied, whereon yet never man sat: 
loose him, and bring [him hither]. 

 

26:19-28 And the disciples . . . .made 
ready the passover. Now when the even 
was come, he sat down with the twelve. 
And as they did eat, he said, Verily I say 
unto you, that one of you shall betray me 
. . . And as they were eating, Jesus took 
bread, and blessed [it], and brake [it], and 
gave [it] to the disciples, and said, Take, 
eat; this is my body. And he took the cup, 
and gave thanks, and gave [it] to them, 
saying, Drink ye all of it;  For this is my 
blood of the new testament, which is shed 
for many for the remission of sins. 

14:16-24 And his disciples . . .  made ready the 
passover. And in the evening he cometh with 
the twelve. And as they sat and did eat, Jesus 
said, Verily I say unto you, One of you which 
eateth with me shall betray me . . .   And as 
they did eat, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and 
brake [it], and gave to them, and said, Take, eat: 
this is my body. And he took the cup, and when 
he had given thanks, he gave [it] to them: and 
they all drank of it. And he said unto them, This 
is my blood of the new testament, which is shed 
for many. 

22:8-21 And he sent Peter and John, 
saying, Go and prepare us the 
passover, that we may eat. . . the 
passover with my disciples . . . And 
he took bread, and gave thanks, and 
brake it, and gave unto them, saying, 
This is my body which is given for 
you: this do in remembrance of me. 
Likewise also the cup after supper, 
saying, This cup [is] the new 
testament in my blood, which is shed 
for you. But, behold, the hand of him 
that betrayeth me [is] with me  

13:1-11 Now before the feast of the passover, 
when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he 
should depart out of this world unto the Father. . . 
. And supper being ended, the devil having now 
put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's [son], 
to betray him; Jesus knowing that the Father had 
given all things into his hands, and that he was 
come from God, and went to God; He riseth from 
supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a 
towel, and girded himself. After that he poureth 
water into a bason, and began to wash the 
disciples' feet. . . he knew who should betray 
him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean.   

26:33-38 Peter . . . Jesus said unto him . . . 
before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me 
thrice. . . .Then cometh Jesus with them 
unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith 
unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go 
and pray yonder. And he took . . . Peter 
and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to 
be sorrowful and very heavy. Then saith 
he . . . tarry ye here, and watch with me. .  
v75 And Peter remembered Before the 
cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 

14:30-34 And Jesus saith unto him [Peter] . . . 
before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me 
thrice. . . . And they came to a place which was 
named Gethsemane: and he saith to his 
disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray. And 
he taketh with him Peter and James and John, 
and began to be sore amazed, and to be very 
heavy; And saith unto them, My soul is 
exceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, 
and watch. . . . 
v.72 And the second time the cock crew.  

22:34-44 And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, 
before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me. . . .  And he came 
out, and went . . . to the mount of Olives; and his disciples also followed 
him. And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye enter 
not into temptation. And he . . . kneeled down, and prayed, Saying, Father, 
if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but 
thine, be done. And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, 
strengthening him. And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and 
his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling to the ground. . . . 
v.61 And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said unto 
him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 

 



 
Questions 
 
How many days before the Passover was it when Jesus was anointed? 
In whose home was it, Simon’s or Lazarus’? 
Who anointed Jesus? 
Why did Luke say the woman was ‘a sinner’? 
Did she anoint his head or his feet? 
Did Jesus ride into Jerusalem on a colt or an ass and a colt? 
Was the Last Supper a Pascal meal, or was it held before the Passover? 
How many disciples prepared the supper? 
Did Jesus reveal the betrayal of Judas before or after blessing the bread 
and wine? 
Why does John omit any reference to the bread and wine, but substitute an 
ordinance of foot washing? 

Did Jesus agonize in Gethsemane or on the Mount of Olives? 
Did he take with him all of his disciples or only three of them? 
Did he tell them to sit and watch while he prayed, or admonish them to 
pray? 
Which author [alone] depicts him sweating great drops of blood, and says 
an angel came to his aid? 
Why does John not describe any such agonising experience in the garden? 
Does John 13:3 give a clue? 
How many times did the cock crow that night before Peter denied Jesus? 
Or how many times did Peter deny Jesus before the cock crowed once? 
Which was it?  What are the real facts?



The Betrayal  
  Matthew       Mark            Luke        John 

Matthew 26:47-49 And while he yet spake, 
lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with 
him a great multitude with swords and staves, 
from the chief priests and elders of the people. 
Now he that betrayed him gave them a sign, 
saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is 
he: hold him fast. And forthwith he came to 
Jesus, and said, Hail, master; and kissed him. 

Mark 14:43-46 And immediately, while he yet spake, 
cometh Judas, one of the twelve, and with him a great 
multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests 
and the scribes and the elders. And he that betrayed him 
had given them a token, saying, Whomsoever I shall 
kiss, that same is he; take him, and lead [him] away 
safely. And as soon as he was come, he goeth straight-
way to him, and saith, Master, master; and kissed him.  

Luke 22:47 And while 
he yet spake, behold a 
multitude, and he that 
was called Judas, one 
of the twelve, went 
before them, and drew 
near unto Jesus to kiss 
him. 

John 18:3 Judas then, having received a band [of 
men] and officers from the chief priests and 
Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches 
and weapons. 

v.50 And Jesus said unto him, Friend, 
wherefore art thou come? Then came they, 
and laid hands on Jesus, and took him. 
 

v.46 And they laid their hands on him, and took him.  
 

v.48 But Jesus said 
unto him, Judas, 
betrayest thou the Son 
of man with a kiss? 
 

v.4-9 Jesus therefore, knowing all things that 
should come upon him, went forth, and said unto 
them, Whom seek ye? They answered him, Jesus 
of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am [he]. And 
Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them.  
As soon then as he had said unto them, I am [he], 
they went backward, and fell to the ground. Then 
asked he them again, Whom seek ye? . . .I am [he]: 
if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way: 

v.51-52 And, behold, one of them which 
were with Jesus stretched out [his] hand, and 
drew his sword, and struck a servant of the 
high priest's, and smote off his ear. Then said 
Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into 
his place: for all they that take the sword 
shall perish with the sword. 

v.47 And one of them that stood by drew a 
sword, and smote a servant of the high 
priest, and cut off his ear. 
v.48-49 And Jesus answered and said unto 
them, Are ye come out, as against a thief, 
with swords and [with] staves to take me? I 
was daily with you in the temple teaching, 
and ye took me not: but the scriptures must 
be fulfilled. 
v.50 And they all forsook him, and fled. 
 
v.51-52 And there followed him a certain 
young man, having a linen cloth cast about 
[his] naked [body]; and the young men laid 
hold on him: And he left the linen cloth, and 
fled from them naked. 

v.49-51 When they which were about him saw 
what would follow, they said unto him, Lord, 
shall we smite with the sword? [v.36 Then said 
he unto them, But now, he that hath a purse, let 
him take [it], and likewise [his] scrip: and he 
that hath no sword, let him sell his garment, and 
buy one.] And one of them smote the servant of 
the high priest, and cut off his right ear.  And 
Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. 
And he touched his ear, and healed him. 
v.52-53 Then Jesus said unto the chief priests, 
and captains of the temple, and the elders, 
which were come to him, Be ye come out, as 
against a thief, with swords and staves? When I 
was daily with you in the temple, ye stretched 
forth no hands against me:  

v.10-11 Then Simon Peter having a 
sword drew it, and smote the high 
priest's servant, and cut off his right 
ear. The servant's name was Malchus. 
Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy 
sword into the sheath: the cup which 
my Father hath given me, shall I not 
drink it? 
 
v.15 And Simon Peter followed 
Jesus, and [so did] another disciple: 
that disciple was known unto the high 
priest, and went in with Jesus into the 
palace of the high priest.  

 



 
Questions 
 
How did Judas betray Jesus? 
In the Gospel of John, did Jesus wait for Judas to kiss him? 
What does Jesus say?  Why do each of the four Gospels differ on this? 
Why, in John, does Jesus initiate the confrontation, not once but twice?  
Do they ‘take Jesus’ before or after he responds? 
Who cut off the ear of the servant of the high priest? 
How did Jesus respond to this?  
How and why does Luke differ on this? 
Did all the disciples forsake Jesus (Mark) or did Peter and John follow 
him to the palace of the high priest (John)? 

Why does Mark alone describe a young scantily dressed man who fled 
naked? 
Who was this man and what was he doing there? 
Does the (non-canonical) Gospel of Thomas shed some light on this? 
Were the Biblical Gospels copied, to a large extent, from earlier writings? 
Why are these earlier Gospels not included in the Canon? 
Would you not expect the earliest writings to be most accurate? 
Did the authors of Matthew and Luke have access to Mark’s Gospel when 
they wrote theirs? 
If not, how come their Gospels appear to quote Mark verbatim in many 
places? 
And if so, why did they omit some parts of Mark and add further material, 
some of it common to both Matthew and Luke and some of it original? 
Did Matthew and Luke both have access to additional common material? 
Who were the authors of these Gospels, when were they written and why? 



The Trial 
  Matthew         Mark        Luke        John 

Matthew 27:1-2 When the morning 
was come, all the chief priests and 
elders of the people took counsel 
against Jesus to put him to death: 
And when they had bound him, they 
led [him] away, and delivered him to 
Pontius Pilate the governor. 

Mark 15:1 And straightway in 
the morning the chief priests held 
a consultation with the elders and 
scribes and the whole council, and 
bound Jesus, and carried [him] 
away, and delivered [him] to 
Pilate. 

Luke 23:1-2 And the whole 
multitude of them arose, and led him 
unto Pilate. And they began to accuse 
him, saying, We found this [fellow] 
perverting the nation, and forbidding 
to give tribute to Caesar, saying that 
he himself is Christ a King. 

John 18:12-29 Then the band and the captain and officers of the 
Jews took Jesus, and bound him, And led him away to Annas first; . . 
. Now Annas had sent him bound unto Caiaphas the high priest. 
Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: . . . 
they themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they should be 
defiled; but that they might eat the passover. Pilate then went out 
unto them, and said, What accusation bring ye against this man? 

v.11-14 And Jesus stood before the 
governor: and the governor asked 
him, saying, Art thou the King of the 
Jews?And Jesus said unto him,  
Thou sayest. 
And when he was accused of the 
chief priests and elders, he answered 
nothing. Then said Pilate unto him, 
Hearest thou not how many things 
they witness against thee? And he 
answered him to never a word; 
insomuch that the governor 
marvelled greatly. 

 
v.2-5 And Pilate asked him,  
Art thou the King of the Jews? 
And he answering said unto him,  
Thou sayest [it]. 
And the chief priests accused him 
of many things: but he answered 
nothing. And Pilate asked him 
again, saying, Answerest thou 
nothing? behold how many things 
they witness against thee. But 
Jesus yet answered nothing; so 
that Pilate marvelled. 

 
v.3-5 And Pilate asked him, saying,  
Art thou the King of the Jews?  
And he answered him and said,  
Thou sayest [it]. 
Then said Pilate to the chief priests 
and [to] the people,  
I find no fault in this man.   
And they were the more fierce, 
saying, He stirreth up the people, 
teaching throughout all Jewry, 
beginning from Galilee to this place. 

v.33-38 Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called 
Jesus, and said unto him, Art thou the King of the Jews? 
Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others 
tell it thee of me? Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation 
and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou 
done? Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my 
kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I 
should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not 
from hence. Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? 
Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I 
born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear 
witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my 
voice. Pilate saith unto him, What is truth?  

 v.17-18 Therefore when they were 
gathered together, Pilate said unto 
them, Whom will ye that I release 
unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which 
is called Christ? For he knew that for 
envy they had delivered him. 

v.9-10 But Pilate answered them, 
saying, Will ye that I release unto 
you the King of the Jews? For he 
knew that the chief priests had 
delivered him for envy. But the 
chief priests moved the people, 
that he should rather release 
Barabbas unto them. 

V7-19 And as soon as he knew that he belonged unto Herod's 
jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who . . . questioned him in 
many words; but he answered him nothing. . . .And Herod 
with his men of war set him at nought, and mocked [him], and 
arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to Pilate. . 
. .[who said] I will . . . release [him]. . . . And they cried out all 
at once, saying, Away with this [man], and release unto us 
Barabbas: (Who for a certain sedition made in the city, and 
for murder, was cast into prison. 

v.38-40 And when he had said this, he went 
out again unto the Jews, and saith unto 
them, I find in him no fault [at all].But ye 
have a custom, that I should release unto 
you one at the passover: will ye therefore 
that I release unto you the King of the Jews? 
Then cried they all again, saying, Not this 
man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a 
robber. 

v.19-24 When he was set down on the judgment 
seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou 
nothing to do with that just man: for I have 
suffered many things this day in a dream because 
of him. . . . When Pilate saw that he could prevail 
nothing, but [that] rather a tumult was made, he 
took water, and washed [his] hands before the 
multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of 
this just person: see ye [to it]. 

   



 
Questions 
 
Was Jesus led directly to Pilate or first to Annas, then Caiaphas? 
Did the priests go into the judgment hall?  If not, why not? 
Did Jesus have a lengthy discussion with Pilate, or did he refuse to say 
more than two words? 
Was it to the priests, to Pilate, or to Herod that Jesus “answered nothing”? 
Why did Mark know nothing of the vision of Pilate’s wife, Pilate washing 
his hands of innocent blood, passing the buck to Herod, talking at length 
with Jesus, and ‘finding no fault’ with him? 
Why did Matthew and Luke, almost verbatim copies of Mark, add their 
unique contributions? 
Were these embellishments to make the Gospels more appealing, or less 
offensive, to a Rome that was being evangelized? 
Was Pilate really the nice gentleman interested in the truth, as portrayed 
in the Gospels?  

How did he treat any Jew suspected of gathering religious or political 
support? *  
Was Barabbas in prison for sedition and murder, or for robbery? 
Why did John, the last Gospel written # and the most verbose, so often 
contradict, rather than tie together, the earlier Gospels? 

                                                             
* Appendix D 
# John 21:25 



The Crucifixion & Burial 
  Matthew      Mark          Luke        John 

Matthew 27:32 And as they came out, they 
found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name: 
him they compelled to bear his cross. 

Mark 15:21 And they compel one Simon a 
Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out of the 
country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, 
to bear his cross. 

Luke 23:26 And as they led him away, they 
laid hold upon one Simon, a Cyrenian . . . and 
on him they laid the cross, that he might bear 
[it] after Jesus. 

John 19:17 And he bearing his cross 
went forth into a place called [the place] 
of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew 
Golgotha: 

27:38-44 Then were there two thieves 
crucified with him, one on the right hand, 
and another on the left. And they that passed 
by reviled him, wagging their heads, 
And saying . . . He trusted in God; let him 
deliver him now, if he will have him: for he 
said, I am the Son of God. The thieves also, 
which were crucified with him, cast the 
same in his teeth. 

15:27-32 And with him they crucify two 
thieves; the one on his right hand, and the 
other on his left. And the scripture was 
fulfilled, which saith, And he was numbered 
with the transgressors. . . . And they that 
were crucified with him reviled him. 
 
 
 

23:39-43 And one of the malefactors which 
were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be 
Christ, save thyself and us. But the other 
answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou 
fear God, seeing thou art in the same 
condemnation? And we indeed justly . . . but 
this man hath done nothing amiss. And he said 
unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom.  

19:18 Where they crucified him, and two 
other with him, on either side one, and 
Jesus in the midst. 

27:45-46 Now from the sixth hour there was 
darkness over all the land unto the ninth 
hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried 
with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me? 

15:33-34 And when the sixth hour was 
come, there was darkness over the whole 
land until the ninth hour. And at the ninth 
hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, 
Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, 
being interpreted, My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me? 

23:44-46 And it was about the sixth hour, and 
there was a darkness over all the earth until 
the ninth hour . . . and the veil of the temple 
was rent in the midst. And when Jesus had 
cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into 
thy hands I commend my spirit: and having 
said thus, he gave up the ghost. 

19:30 When Jesus therefore had received 
the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he 
bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. 

27:57-66 When the even was come, there 
came a rich man of Arimathaea, named 
Joseph, who . . . went to Pilate, and begged 
the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded 
the body to be delivered. And when Joseph 
had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean 
linen cloth, And laid it in his own new tomb, 
which he had hewn out in the rock: and he 
rolled a great stone to the door of the 
sepulchre, and departed. . . . Now the next 
day, that followed the day of the 
preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees 
came together unto Pilate, Saying . . . 
Command . . . that the sepulchre be made 
sure . . . Pilate said unto them, Ye have a 
watch: go your way, make [it] as sure as ye 
can. So they went, and made the sepulchre 
sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch. 

15:42-47 And now when the even was 
come, because it was the preparation, that is, 
the day before the sabbath, Joseph of 
Arimathaea, an honourable counsellor, 
which also waited for the kingdom of God, 
came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, and 
craved the body of Jesus. . . . And he bought 
fine linen, and took him down, and wrapped 
him in the linen, and laid him in a sepulchre 
which was hewn out of a rock, and rolled a 
stone unto the door of the sepulchre. And 
Mary Magdalene and Mary [the mother] of 
Joses beheld where he was laid.  
 

23:52-56 This [man] went unto Pilate, and 
begged the body of Jesus. And he took it 
down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a 
sepulchre that was hewn in stone, wherein 
never man before was laid. And that day was 
the preparation, and the sabbath drew on. And 
the women also, which came with him from 
Galilee, followed after, and beheld the 
sepulchre, and how his body was laid. And 
they returned, and prepared spices and 
ointments; and rested the sabbath day 
according to the commandment.  

19:38-42 And after this Joseph of 
Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but 
secretly for fear of the Jews, besought 
Pilate that he might take away the body of 
Jesus: and Pilate gave [him] leave. He 
came therefore, and took the body of 
Jesus. And there came also Nicodemus . . 
. and brought a mixture of myrrh and 
aloes, about an hundred pound [weight]. 
Then took they the body of Jesus, and 
wound it in linen clothes with the spices, 
as the manner of the Jews is to bury. Now 
in the place where he was crucified there 
was a garden; and in the garden a new 
sepulchre, wherein was never man yet 
laid. There laid they Jesus therefore 
because of the Jews' preparation [day]; for 
the sepulchre was nigh at hand. 



 
Questions 
 
Who, do the Synoptic Gospels say, bore the cross of Jesus to Calvary? 
Who does John say bore the cross?  Why?  Could John’s Jesus be weak? 
Did the two thieves beside Jesus both revile him, both ignore him, or did 
one of them revile him and the other believe on him? 
What did Jesus say just before he died? 
Did a very human and uncertain Son of Man # feel deserted by God in his 
darkest hour, or did a triumphant all-knowing Son of God confidently 
proclaim that his work of atonement was finished? 
Do the Gospels of Matthew and Mark present a very different Jesus from 
that of John? 
Why does John include Nicodemus (unknown in the other Gospels) in the 
burial story of Jesus? 
Did Joseph and Nicodemus fully prepare the body for burial before the 
Sabbath, or had they left the job half done? 
Why did the women have to prepare spices to embalm the body when 
Joseph and Nicodemus had already used 100 pounds of spices on the 
body? 
What usually happened to the bodies of those crucified by the Romans*? 
What was “the next day after the day of preparation” (Matthew)? 
Considering they would not even enter the judgment hall the previous 
day, would the chief priests and Pharisees really have broken the Passover 
Sabbath by visiting Pilate with a request for soldiers? 
Why do no other Gospel writers, or secular historians, mention this? 
Would Mary have gone alone (in John) to the tomb had she known a band 
of Roman soldiers (known for violating Jewish women) were guarding it?

                                                             
# Matthew 16:13, Mark 8:27 
* Appendix D 



 
 

The Resurrection & Ascension 
  Matthew      Mark               Luke        John 

Matthew 28:1-8 In the end of the sabbath, as it 
began to dawn toward the first [day] of the week, 
came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see 
the sepulchre. And, behold, there was a great 
earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended 
from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone 
from the door, and sat upon it. . . . And the angel . 
. . said, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, 
which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen . 
. . go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen 
from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you 
into Galilee; there shall ye see him:  

Mark 16:1-8 And when the sabbath was past, 
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the [mother] of James, 
and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they 
might come and anoint him. And . . . they saw that 
the stone was rolled away . . . And entering into 
the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on 
the right side, clothed in a long white garment. . .  
And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye 
seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is 
risen; he is not here: behold the place where they 
laid him. But go your way, tell his disciples and 
Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: there 
shall ye see him, as he said unto you.  

Luke 24:1-7 Now upon the first [day] of the 
week, very early in the morning, [the women] 
came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices . . . 
And they found the stone rolled away from the 
sepulchre. And they entered in, and found not the 
body of the Lord Jesus. And . . . behold, two men 
stood by them in shining garments: And as they 
were afraid . . . they said unto them, Why seek ye 
the living among the dead? He is not here, but is 
risen: remember how he spake unto you when he 
was yet in Galilee, Saying, The Son of man must 
be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be 
crucified, and the third day rise again. 

John 20:1 The first [day] of 
the week cometh Mary 
Magdalene early, when it 
was yet dark, unto the 
sepulchre, and seeth the 
stone taken away from the 
sepulchre.  

v.9-10 And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, 
Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and 
held him by the feet, and worshipped him. Then said 
Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that 
they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me. 
 
v.11-15 Now when they were going, behold, some of the 
watch came into the city, and shewed unto the chief 
priests all the things that were done. And when they 
were assembled with the elders, and had taken counsel, 
they gave large money unto the soldiers, Saying, Say ye, 
His disciples came by night, and stole him [away] while 
we slept. And if this come to the governor's ears, we will 
persuade him, and secure you. So they took the money, 
and did as they were taught: and this saying is 
commonly reported among the Jews until this day. 

v.9-11 And they went out 
quickly, and fled from the 
sepulchre; for they trembled 
and were amazed: neither said 
they any thing to any [man]; for 
they were afraid. Now when 
[Jesus] was risen early the first 
[day] of the week, he appeared 
first to Mary Magdalene, . . . 
[And] she went and told them 
that had been with him, as they 
mourned and wept. And they, 
when they had heard that he 
was alive, and had been seen of 
her, believed not. 

v.9-12And they returned 
from the sepulchre, and . . . 
Mary Magdalene, and 
Joanna, and Mary [the 
mother] of James, and 
other [women that were] 
with them, . . . told these 
things unto the apostles. And 
their words seemed to them 
as idle tales, and they 
believed them not. Then 
arose Peter, and ran unto the 
sepulchre; and stooping 
down, he beheld the linen 
clothes laid by themselves, 
and departed 

v.2-17 Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to 
[John] and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out 
of the sepulchre . . . Peter therefore went forth, and that other 
disciple . . . ran both together: and the other disciple did 
outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre . . . [and looking 
in], saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. Then 
cometh Simon Peter . . . and seeth the linen clothes lie, Then 
the disciples went away again unto their own home. But Mary 
stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she . . . 
[looked] into the sepulchre, . . . two angels in white sitting, 
the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body 
of Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest 
thou? She . . . turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and 
knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus saith unto her. . . Touch me 
not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my 
brethren, and say . . . 

 v.16-17 Then the eleven 
disciples went away into 
Galilee, into a 
mountain where Jesus 
had appointed them. 
And when they saw 
him, they worshipped 

v.12-14 After that he appeared in another form 
unto two of them, as they walked, and went into 
the country. And they went and told [it] unto the 
residue: neither believed they them. Afterward he 
appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and 
upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness 
of heart, because they believed not them which 

v.13-36 And, behold, two of them went that same day to a 
village called Emmaus . . .  Jesus himself drew near, and 
went with them. . . . And they rose up the same hour, and 
returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered 
together, and them that were with them, Saying, The Lord 
is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. And as they 
thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and 

v.18-19 Mary Magdalene came and told the 
disciples that she had seen the Lord, and [that] 
he had spoken these things unto her. Then the 
same day at evening, being the first [day] of 
the week, when the doors were shut where the 
disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, 
came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith 



him: but some doubted. had seen him after he was risen. saith unto them, Peace [be] unto you. unto them, Peace [be] unto you. 
Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus 
came and spake unto them, 
saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. Go 
ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  
Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am 
with you alway, [even] unto the 
end of the world. Amen. 

Mark 16:15-19 And he said unto them, Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature. He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth 
not shall be damned. And these signs shall 
follow them that believe; In my name shall they 
cast out devils; they shall speak with new 
tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if 
they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt 
them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they 
shall recover. So then after the Lord had 
spoken unto them, he was received up into 
heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 

Luke 24:39-51 Behold my hands and my 
feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; 
for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye 
see me have. . . . And they gave him a 
piece of a broiled fish, and . . . he took [it], 
and did eat before them. And he said unto 
them . . . tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power 
from on high.  And he led them out as far 
as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, 
and blessed them. And it came to pass, 
while he blessed them, he was parted from 
them, and carried up into heaven. 

John 20:26-27 And after eight days again his disciples 
were within, and Thomas with them: [then] came Jesus, 
the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, 
Peace [be] unto you. Then saith he to Thomas, Reach 
hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither 
thy hand, and thrust [it] into my side: and be not 
faithless, but believing. And Thomas answered and said 
unto him, My Lord and my God.  21:1 After these 
things Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at the 
sea of Tiberias; and on this wise shewed he [himself]. 
This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to 
his disciples, after that he was risen from the dead. 

 
Questions 
 
How many women (1, 2, 3 or 5+) went to the tomb?  Can you name them? 
Was it at dawn or was it still dark? 
What did they see?  In the Gospel of John, what did Mary first see? 
How many angels / men were there, where and when did they appear? 
Were they standing or sitting, and where and on what were they sitting? 
Were the women fearful or weeping at the time? What did the angel(s) say? 
Who first saw Jesus, Mary or Simon? What does Luke say?  
In John, did Jesus permit Mary to touch him? 
Why then does Matthew say both women held his feet? 
And why does John then have Jesus encouraging Thomas to touch him? 
Where did Jesus say he would meet his disciples, in Galilee or Jerusalem? 
Who, how many women (1, 2 or 5), told the Apostles what they saw? 
Why does each Gospel record a totally different account of what was said 
to which disciples, and a totally different account of their response? 
Did they go straight to Galilee to meet Jesus (Matthew)? 
Or did Jesus appear to the disciples in Jerusalem (Mark and Luke)? 
Did Peter (alone) first visit the empty tomb, as recorded in Luke? 
Or did John race him to it, as stated in John? 
What did they see there and what was the significance of this? 

How would the evidence of these witnesses stand up in a court of law? 
Was John anxious to portray both a bodily resurrection of Jesus, complete 
with pierced hands and side for doubting Thomas to touch, but also a 
supernatural resurrection body that could enter a locked room? 
Had the soldiers amputated a limb as he hung on the cross, would the 
resurrected Jesus have been without that limb? 
Or, had the vultures torn out his eyes, would he have been blind? 
How does John’s concept (and Luke’s) of the resurrected body (of Jesus) 
compare with that of Paul (1 Corinthians 15:35-50)?  
How many times did Jesus appear to his disciples after the resurrection? 
Was the impressive catch of fish at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry (Luke 
5:1-10) or after the resurrection (John)? 
How long after the resurrection was the ascension (compare Mark & John)? 
Did Jesus ascend from a secret mountain in Galilee or from Bethany? 
Where and when did the ascension take place in the book of John? 
What do you make of Matthew’s unique account (in Italics) of a cover-up? 
Since the two most reliable early manuscripts do not contain Mark 16:9-20, 
who added them and why?  Do you feel comfortable with Mark 16:17-18? 
Why do the resurrection and ascension stories become more lavish and 
detailed with each successive writer?  Do memories improve with time? 

 



Acts of the Apostles 
Acts 1:1-5  [Jesus] Until the day in which he was taken up . . . had given commandments 
unto the apostles . . . being seen of them forty days, . . . commanded them that they should 
not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father . . .   For John truly 
baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 

John 20:21-22 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace [be] unto you: as [my] Father hath sent 
me, even so send I you. And when he had said this, he breathed on [them], and saith unto 
them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 

Acts 2:4-6 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews out 
of every nation under heaven. Now . . . every man heard them speak in his own language. 

Genesis 11:6-7 And the LORD said, Behold, the people [is] one, and they have all one 
language . . . and now nothing will be restrained from them . . . let us go down, and there 
confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech. 

Acts 5:1-5 But a certain man named Ananias . . . sold a possession, And kept back [part] of 
the price. . .  But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy 
Ghost, . . .And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great 
fear came on all them that heard these things. 

Luke 9:54-55 And when his disciples James and John saw [this], they said, Lord, wilt thou 
that we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did?  
But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. 

Acts 6:5-7:5 Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost . . . said, Men, brethren, and 
fathers, hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham. . . . [He] dwelt in 
Charran: and from thence, when his father was dead, he removed him into this land, 
wherein ye now dwell. 

Genesis 11:26-12:4  Terah lived seventy years, and begat Abram. And Terah took Abram  
. . . unto Haran, and dwelt there. And the days of Terah were two hundred and five 
years: and Terah died in Haran. . . . Abram [was] seventy and five years old when he 
departed out of Haran. 

Acts 7:15-16 So Jacob went down into Egypt, and died, he, and our fathers, And were 
carried over into Sychem, and laid in the sepulchre that Abraham bought for a sum of 
money of the sons of Emmor [the father] of Sychem.  

Genesis 50:13 [Jacob’s] sons carried him into the land of Canaan, and buried him in the 
cave of the field of Machpelah, which Abraham bought with the field for a possession of 
a buryingplace of Ephron the Hittite, before Mamre. 
Joshua 24:32 And the bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel brought up out of 
Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought of the sons of 
Hamor the father of Shechem for an hundred pieces of silver:  

Acts 7:22-23 And Moses . . . when he was full forty years old, it came into his heart to 
visit his brethren the children of Israel. 

 

 
 
Questions 
 
Did the Apostles have to wait in Jerusalem to receive the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost, or did they (according to John) receive the Holy Spirit directly 
from Jesus before his ascension? 
Was the so-called gift of tongues a gift of speech, or rather a gift of 
understanding? 
Was the punishment of Ananias consistent with the character of Jesus? 
Or was it there to serve well the financial coffers of the church? 
Should churches today emulate this communist model? 

How old was Terah (Abraham’s father) when Abraham left Haran?   
Was he dead, as Acts says? 
Was Jacob buried at Shechem or in the field of Machpelah? 
Was it Abraham or Joseph who bought the field from Hamor, the father of 
Shechem? 
Did Stephen get Joseph’s burial confused with Jacob’s? 
Did Stephen get Moses’ age of 40 from the Old Testament or from the 
writings of Philo?



The Law & Justification 
The Jerusalem Church     Paul     The Gentile Church 
Matthew 5:17-18 Think not that I am come to 
destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to 
destroy, but to fulfil. . . .  Till heaven and earth 
pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from 
the law, till all be fulfilled. 
Luke 16:17 And it is easier for heaven and earth to 
pass, than one tittle of the law to fail. 

Ephesians 2:15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, [even] the law of 
commandments [contained] in ordinances;  
Romans 7:6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead 
wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not [in] 
the oldness of the letter. 
2 Corinthians 3:6 for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 
Romans 8:2-4 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me 
free from the law of sin and death. . . . That the righteousness of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

1 Corinthians 5:1 It is reported commonly [that 
there is] fornication among you, and such fornication 
as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that 
one should have his father's wife.  
1 Corinthians 8:1-11 Now as touching things 
offered unto idols . . . take heed lest by any means 
this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to 
them that are weak. . . .And through thy knowledge 
shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? 

Acts 11:1-3 And the apostles and brethren that were in Judaea heard 
that the Gentiles had also received the word of God. And when Peter 
was come up to Jerusalem, they that were of the circumcision 
contended with him, Saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised, 
and didst eat with them. 
Galatians 2:11-14 But when Peter was come to Antioch, I [Paul] 
withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. For before 
that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when 
they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them 
which were of the circumcision. And the other Jews dissembled 
likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away 
with their dissimulation. But . . . I said unto Peter before [them] all, 
If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of Gentiles, and not as 
do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? 
Acts 21:17-25 And when we were come to Jerusalem . . . Paul went 
in with us unto James; and all the elders were present . . . [they] said 
unto him, Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are 
which believe; and they are all zealous of the law: And they are 
informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the 
Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise 
[their] children, neither to walk after the customs. . . . Do therefore 
this that we say to thee . . . and purify thyself . . . and all may know 
that those things, whereof they were informed concerning thee, are 
nothing; but [that] thou thyself also walkest orderly, and keepest the 
law. As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have written [and] 
concluded that they observe no such thing, save only that they keep 
themselves from [things] offered to idols, and from blood, and from 
strangled, and from fornication. 

Romans 3:21-22 But now the righteousness of God 
without the law is manifested . . . by faith of Jesus Christ 
unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no 
difference: Romans 10:12 between the Jew and the Greek: 
for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon 
him. 
Galatians 2:14-15 We [who are] Jews by nature, and not 
sinners of the Gentiles, Knowing that a man is not justified 
by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ . . . 
for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. 
Galatians 3:23-25 Wherefore the law was our 
schoolmaster [to bring us] unto Christ, that we might be 
justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no 
longer under a schoolmaster. 
Galatians 4:9-11 But now, after that ye have known God, 
or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak 
and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in 
bondage? Ye observe days, and months, and times, and 
years. I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you 
labour in vain. 
Galatians 5:1-4 Stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled 
again with the yoke of bondage. Behold, I Paul say unto 
you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you 
nothing. For I testify again to every man that is 
circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Christ 
is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are 
justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace. 

Romans 14 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, 
[but] not to doubtful disputations. For one believeth 
that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, 
eateth herbs. Let not him that eateth despise him that 
eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge 
him that eateth: for God hath received him. Who art 
thou that judgest another man's servant? . . . One 
man esteemeth one day above another: another 
esteemeth every day [alike]. Let every man be fully 
persuaded in his own mind.  He that regardeth the 
day, regardeth [it] unto the Lord; and he that 
regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard 
[it. . . . Let us not therefore judge one another any 
more: but judge this rather, that no man put a 
stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in [his] 
brother's way. I know, and am persuaded by the Lord 
Jesus, that [there is] nothing unclean of itself: but to 
him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him [it 
is] unclean. But if thy brother be grieved with [thy] 
meat, now walkest thou not charitably.. . . . Let us 
therefore follow after the things which make for 
peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. 
For meat destroy not the work of God. All things 
indeed [are] pure; but [it is] evil for that man who 
eateth with offence. [Happy [is] he that condemneth 
not himself in that thing which he alloweth.  And he 
that doubteth is damned if he eat, because [he eateth] 
not of faith: for whatsoever [is] not of faith is sin. 



Paul: Letters to the Corinthians
 
1 Corinthians 3:19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, 
He taketh the wise in their own craftiness. 

Job 4:1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said . . . [Job 5:13] He taketh the wise 
in their own craftiness: and the counsel of the froward is carried headlong. 
Job 42:7 And . . . the LORD said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee 
. . . for ye have not spoken of me [the thing that is] right, as my servant Job [hath]. 

1 Corinthians 14:34-35 Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not 
permitted unto them to speak; but [they are commanded] to be under obedience, as also 
saith the law. And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is 
a shame for women to speak in the church. 

1 Corinthians 11:5 But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with [her] head 
uncovered dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one as if she were shaven. 
Romans 16:1-3 I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church 
which is at Cenchrea: . . .Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus. 
Romans 6:14 For . . . ye are not under the law, but under grace. 
1 Corinthians 6:5 Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then 
take the members of Christ, and make [them] the members of an harlot? God forbid. 

1 Corinthians 11:6-13 For if the woman be not covered, let her also be shorn: but if it be a 
shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven, let her be covered. For a man indeed ought not to 
cover [his] head, forasmuch as he is the image and glory of God: but the woman is the 
glory of the man. For the man is not of the woman; but the woman of the man. Neither 
was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man. For this cause ought the 
woman to have power on [her] head because of the angels. . . . Judge in yourselves: is it 
comely that a woman pray unto God uncovered?  

Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 
neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 
 
Ephesians 5:24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so [let] the wives [be] to 
their own husbands in every thing. 

1 Corinthians 11:14 Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it 
is a shame unto him? 

1 Corinthians 14:6 Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I 
profit you, except I shall speak to you either by revelation, or by knowledge, or by 
prophesying, or by doctrine? 

 
Questions 
 
Did Paul think he was quoting an inspired source when he quoted Eliphaz 
from the book of Job? 
Does Paul thereby make Eliphaz (whom God rebuked) inspired? 
Did Paul permit women to pray and prophesy in church (so long as they 
had their heads covered) or did he forbid them to speak at all? 
Was Paul a sexist, or did he teach that the Gospel was inconsistent with 
sexism and racism? 

Why did Paul invoke “the law” when prohibiting women from speaking 
in church, when he so vehemently taught that Christians were not under 
the law? 
When dealing with incest and fornication in the church, did he invoke the 
law or the Gospel as the basis of ethics? 
Are these arguments based on the law, creation and nature consistent with 
Paul? 
Or might they have been later additions to his writings?



Salvation 
 Few / Jews / Elect / Believers       For Many / Gentiles 
Matthew 7:14 Because strait [is] the gate, and narrow [is] the way, which leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find it. Matthew 22:14 For many are called, but few [are] 
chosen. Mark 4:11-12 . . . all [these] things are done in parables: That seeing they may 
see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time 
they should be converted, and [their] sins should be forgiven them. 

Luke 13:23-29 Then said one unto him, Lord, are there few that be saved? And he said unto 
them, . . . And they shall come from the east, and [from] the west, and from the north, and 
[from] the south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of God. 2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack 
concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not 
willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 

Matthew 15:24 But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel.  
Luke 19:9 And Jesus said unto him [Zaccheus], This day is salvation come to this 
house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham. 
Luke 22:30 That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  
John 4:21-22 Jesus saith . . . salvation is of the Jews. 

Matthew 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
1 John 2:2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for [the sins 
of] the whole world. 
Romans 10:12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord 
over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 

1 Thessalonians 5:9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 Thessalonians 2:13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to 
God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen 
you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 2 Timothy 
2:10 Therefore I endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the 
salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 

Titus 2:11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, John 8:31 
Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, [then] are ye 
my disciples indeed; Colossians 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and [be] 
not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, [and] which was preached 
to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister; 

Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. 

Matthew 25:34-40 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: For I was an 
hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye 
took me in: Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye 
came unto me. Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an 
hungred, and fed [thee]? or thirsty, and gave [thee] drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and 
took [thee] in? or naked, and clothed [thee]? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came 
unto thee? And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye 
have done [it] unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done [it] unto me. 
Romans 2:13-16 (For not the hearers of the law [are] just before God, but the doers of the law 
shall be justified. For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things 
contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: Which shew the 
work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and [their] 
thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;) In the day when God shall 
judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel  
Philippians 2:12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence 
only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 

 



Questions 
 
What is salvation? 
Is it restricted to a few, or does God desire to save all? 
Is it restricted to the Jews, to the ‘House of Israel’? 
Is it restricted to Christians? 
Can non-Christians be saved? 
Is the basis of salvation different since the coming of Jesus? 
Is the name of Jesus essential to salvation? 
What is saving faith? 
Are believers saved forever, or must they continue in the faith? 
What is the relationship between salvation, profession of faith, and works? 
Does God elect some people to salvation and others to damnation? 
Is everyone naturally damned, unless they believe? 
Can or should man judge who is saved and who is not? 
Should we be preoccupied with our personal salvation or that of others? 
Are Christians responsible for the damnation of those who, through no fault of their own, fail to hear the Gospel? 
What does salvation mean to modern man? 
How relevant is the Christian concept of salvation in our modern age? 
 
 



The John’s 
   Gospel    Epistle        Revelation 
John 3:16 For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. John 13: 34 
A new commandment I give 
unto you, That ye love one 
another; as I have loved 
you, that ye also love one 
another.  

1 John 2:2 And he is the 
propitiation for our sins: and not for 
ours only, but also for [the sins of] 
the whole world. 
1 John 4:9-11 In this was 
manifested the love of God toward 
us, because that God sent his only 
begotten Son into the world, that 
we might live through him. Herein 
is love, not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us, and sent his Son 
[to be] the propitiation for our sins. 
Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
ought also to love one another. 

Revelation 14:14-20 And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud [one] sat like unto the Son of 
man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. And another angel came out of the temple, 
crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap . . . for the harvest of the earth is 
ripe. And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle . . .  and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast [it] into the 
great winepress of the wrath of God. And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the 
winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand [and] six hundred furlongs. 
Revelation 19:11-21 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him [was] called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. His eyes [were] as a flame of fire, and on his 
head [were] many crowns; . . . And he [was] clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The 
Word of God. And the armies [which were] in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white 
and clean. And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them 
with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. . . . And the remnant 
were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which [sword] proceeded out of his mouth: and all the 
fowls were filled with their flesh. 

 1 John 4:1-2 Beloved, believe not 
every spirit, but try the spirits 
whether they are of God: because 
many false prophets are gone out 
into the world. Hereby know ye the 
Spirit of God: Every spirit that 
confesseth that Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh is of God:  
1 John 4:12 No man hath seen 
God at any time. 1 John 5:7 For 
there are three that bear record in 
heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghost: and these 
three are one. 

 
Revelation 4:2-7 And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and [one] sat on 
the throne. And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and [there was] a rainbow round about 
the throne, in sight like unto an emerald. And round about the throne [were] . . . four and twenty elders sitting, 
clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.  
. . .  And the four beasts had each of them six wings about [him]; and [they were] full of eyes within: and they rest 
not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty 
 
Revelation 12:7-9 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon 
fought and his angels, And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. And the great dragon 
was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the 
earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 

 1 John 1:8-9 If we say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us [our] sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 

Revelation 14:4-5 These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which 
follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, [being] the firstfruits unto God 
and to the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the throne of God. 

John 21:24 This is the disciple 
which testifieth of these things, 
and wrote these things:  

 Revelation 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which 
must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified [it] by his angel unto his servant John: 
Revelation 1:4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: 



 
Questions 
 
Is the language and message similar in these three writings? 
Is there anything in the book of Revelation about the love of God, the forgiveness of sins and Jesus’ command to forgive our enemies? 
Is the spirit of the Book of Revelation the same as the spirit of Jesus as presented in the Gospel of John? 
Or is the Jesus of Revelation quite a different Jesus? 
Did heaven turn a gentle and forgiving Jesus, the servant of his fellow man, into a royal and celestial tyrant? 
Could the same author have written these books and epistles? 



Could the same person who said ‘no man hath seen God at any time’ himself claim to have seen God? 
Could the same person who said that, ‘if we say that we have no sin, the truth is not in us’, then portray the saints as sinless? 
How and where in the Gospel of John, does the writer identify himself? 
How does this compare with the writer of the Book of Revelation? 
What is ‘apocalyptic’ and what are the origins of it? 
Why was the Book of Revelation included in the New Testament canon? 
Should it have been? 
Why was the Apocrypha removed from the Protestant Bible? 
Why should we not do the same with the Book of Revelation?  
 
 


